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PHow about night bus service? 
The Bloomington-Normal transit system 
is nearly recovered from the 197� 
collapse of its FMC buses. It's time 
to look forward to a maj or exp ansion 
of the bus system. 

As always, the obstacle to expanding a 
public service is money. In this case, 
quite a lot of money, because the bus 
system is already losing over $1 
million a year . 

Ccis t £igures are hard to come u� with 
just now because the breakdown of the 
cream-colored FMC flee t and the 
maintenance problems with the ancient 
replacement buses made e ven the reduced 
ser�ice of 1979-80 spotty. As a 
result, r idership and fare revenues 
dropped a lot. 

Yet even a re turn to 1978 service . 
levels would not be good bus service. 
Riders get discouraged by th irty 
minute wa its. between buses and routes 
that leave many peop le 3-4 blocks 
from buses . 

· 

More £re querrt bbs ser�ice, espe cially 
during morning and l ate afternoon peak 
hours, would certa in ly increase rider
ship (s ee "Where are the bus�s 
going ? " ) . Whether such service could 

itself be self-supportlng is doubtful , 
. without major ch ange_s in. pe ople ' s 

habits. 

M�ney for buses 
So m ajor e xpansion, part icularly into 
night hours or Sundays, will ·a lways 
depend on increased subsidies. Unfor
tunately the money has to be raised 
locally since additional federal and 
state money is not available. 

One way to raise the. money is to tax 
automobiles. A tax of. $15 for 8 cylin-, 
4er cars, $10 for 6 tylinders , and $5 

---
-

------ABOUT .US------

The Post-Amerikan is a worker
cont.folled collective that puts out 
this paper . If you'd like to help,_ 
give us a call and leave rour nam? 
with o ur wonderful answering machine. 
Then we' 11 call you lilack· and· give 
you the rap ab out the Post, You star t 

work at nothing per hour and stay 
there. Everyone is paid the same. 
Ego gratification and good karma a�e 
the fringe benefi ts. 

'"Decisions are made collectively by 
staff members at our regular meet
ings. All workers have an equal 
voice; The Post has no editor.or 
hierarchical-structur�, so quit c all
ing "LlP and asking who's in charge. 
Ain't. nobody in charge . 

· 

Anybody who reads this paper can tell 
the type of stuff we print . All 
worthwhiJ.,e material is welcome. We 
try to choose articles that are timely, 
relevant, i�formative, and not avail
able in other local media. We will - . 

,·-
. . 

Alcoholics Anonymous--828-5049 
American Civil Liberties Union--454-1787 
Clare House (Catholic Workers)-828--4035 
Community for Social Action--452-4867 
Connection House--829-5711 
Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005 
Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326 
Dept. pf Health, Education and Welfare (Social 

Security Administration)-..:829-9436 
Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311 
Draft Counseling--452-5046.or 828-4035 . 
Gay Action/Awareness Union ofMcLean County--

452-5852 
Gay People's Alliance (ISU)--828-8744 
HELP (Transportation for handicapped and senior 

· citizens)--828-8301 
Ill. Lawyer Referral Service-:-8.00-252-8916 
Kaleidosc.ope--828-7346 
McLean Comty Health Dept. --829:-3363 
McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351 
Mobile Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301 
National Health Care Services (abortion assistance 

in Peoria)--691-9073 

not print anything rac ist, l?exist, or 
ageist. 

Most of our material and inspiration 
for material· comes from the c _ommun i ty. 
We encourage you, the reader, "to be
come more than a reader. We welcome 
all stories and tips for stories; 
which you can mail to our office. The 
deadline for the next iss"Lle is April 2. 

If you '.d like to work on the. Post and/ 
or come to meetings, call us at 
828-7232. You can also reach folks 
at 828-6885,. 

You can make bread hawking the Post:..-
15¢ a·copy, except for the first .50 
copies on which you make only 10_¢ a 
copy. Call us at 828-72J2. 

Mail, which we more than welcome, 
should be sent to: the. Post-Amerikan 

· PO Box J452, Bloomington IL 61701. 
Be sure . you tell us if you don't want 
your letter.printed! Otherwise, it's 
likely to end up on our letters page. 

nambeus 

National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000 
;..-in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #s toll free) 

Occupational Development Center--828-7324 
pATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--

827-4005 

Parents Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH) 
Planned Parenthood--827-8025 
Post-Amerikan --828-7232 
Pr;irie State Legal Services--827-5021 
Project .oz�-827-0377 
Public Aid, McLean County--8�7-4621 

Rape Crisis Line--'827-4005 (PATH) 
SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)-_. 

438:..7619 
Small Changes Bookstore--829-6223 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827:-5428 

Tele Care--828-8301 
Unemployment Compensation/Job Service--

827-6237 
United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046 
Women's Switchboard--800-927-5404 

for 4 cylinders would raise more than 
$300,000 yearly in Bl ooming�on �  
Norm al. 

Such a 15-lD-5 tax is scarce ly a prob 
lem for most of the Twin Cities' 
affluent car owners, and if it were 
doubled to 30-20-10, it would raise 
enough money to pay. for bus operations 
unti l midnight (at present 30-minute 
inte r vals )  six days a week. 

The economic argum�nts in f avor of 
such a system are many and powerful: 
energy conservation, reduced traffic 
congestion, lower costs for street 
repairs and improvements. 

Saf er for wom en 

The social benefits are also persua
sive. Night bus service would h�lp to 
open the city to women, who run a high 
risk of harassment and ass.aul t at 
night • .  Furthermore, 42% of Bloom ing 
ton's citizens and 30% of Normal's are 
either u�d er 18 or over 65 � -pe op le who 
often need bus � ervice to get around. 
And, in rn 70, according to census 
figures, there were 2650 households in 
Bloomington-Normal that had no car. 

Another financing idea, offered by the 
Regional Planning Commission, is to 

·Post ···Sellers 
BLOOMINGTON 
Eastgate lGA,, at par king lot exit 
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison 
Th� Back Porch, 402t N. Main 
SW corner, Main & Front 
Haag Drugstore, .509 W. Washington 
Blm. Post Office . .E • .  Em pire (at 61xit) 
NE corner , Front & Prairie 
Biasi's Drug Store , 217 N. Main 
Discount Den, 207 N. Main 
Blm. Red Fox, 918·W. Mii.rket 
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland 
Bus Depot, .523 N. East 
Wash House, 609 N. C linton 
SE corner , Washington & Clinton 
The Last Page , 416 N. Main 
The Park Store, Wood & Allin 
Common Ground, 516 N. Main 
Me l-0-Cream Doughnuts , 901 N. Main 
Mr. Donut, 1J10 E. Empire 
Doug's Motor cycle, 809 s. Morris 
K-Mart, at park ing lot exit 
Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main 
Lay-Z -J Saloon, 1401 W. Market 
Pantagraph Building ( in front ) 
NE corner, Main & Washington 
Salt & Pepper Lounge, 110.5 w. Washington 
Downtown Post Office, Center & Monroe 
Victory Bi-Rite, 203 E. Locust 
Last Page, 416 N. Main 

NORMAL 
Redbird lGA, JOl s, Main 
Mothe1' Murphy.'s, 111� North St. 
Eisner's , E. College (near sign ) 
Drastic Plastic Records, 115 North St. 
Bowling & Billiards Center, lSU 
Cage, lSU Univer sity Union . 
Midstate Truck Plaza, Rt. 51 North 
Upper Cut, 318 Kingsley 

· 

Old Main Book Store, 207S. Main 
White Hen Pantry, (in front) 
Alamo IT, (in front.) 
SE corner, North & Broadway 
Galery llI,' 111 E. Beaufort (in front) 
Record Service, Watterson Place 

Urbana, Horizon Bkstore, 517 s. Goodwi� 
Blackburn College Bkstre, Carlinville 

Yes, that's . our phone number-
and now we have an answering 
machine! So you can call and 
leave us a message anytime. Be 
sure to leave your phone number 
if you want us to call you back. 



charge major and potentially major 
sources of bus users like Illinois 
State University and other major 
employers . The planning commission 
suggested a $ 10 fee for full-time ISU 
faculty and students, a fee which in 
1978 would have increased the transit 
system's revenue from $ 219, 23 3 to 
$ 3 45, 520 . 

In exchange , fee- payers would receive 
no-fare bus service for 6 months . One 
trip per week would make the $ 10 fee 
worth it. 

Ideally, major businesses like State. 
Farm and Illinois Agricultural Assn. 
would participate in a similar way, and 
in fact the bus system is now in the 
early stage,s of exploring such arrange
ments (see "Where are the bu-ses 
going? ") . 

Business strings 

Another planning commission proposal 
called for shuttle bus· service betwee n 
the two major malls, service.which 
would be paid for by mall businesses. 
The advantages t o the businesses 
include reduced traffic, convenience for .shoppers' an·d a likely increase of 
customers within the malls . Whether 
the malls would set aside their 
competitive gbals to cooperate on a 
shuttle.bus is an entertaining ques
tion--especially to those of us who 
don't like malls . 

All schemes involving business parti
cipation require a willingness of 
businesses to subsidiz e bus service, 
and such subsidies woul\i likely come 
with distas.te ful strings . 

Another way to solve the money crunch 
is to charge a tax specifically for the 
transit system, as Champaign does_. 
This rout � would be more likely to 
provide· a vigorous, independent bus 
system, but without bette r service 
than we have now , voters would be 
reluctant to pass a tax. That doesn't 
meari we can ' t push for it , of course . 

All tor be�ter service 

Ariy new money, no matter how it's 
raised, would go almost exclusively 
for operating buse s--thus improving 
service-�because plenty of state and 
federal money is still available for 
buying new buses . The transit sjstem 
could buy 6 or 7 buses a year with 

money already earmarked £.or that pur
pose, but the federal and state 
governments won't provide any more 
money to operat� them . 

For the last year before the FMC 
disaster, 1978, the average cost pe r 
passenger was $ 1 . 09, compared to 3 5 ¢  
fare . Since many costs are fixed, 
more passengers would reduce this c ost 
per passenger (and thus the deficit), 
and .better service would probably 
improve overall ridership. 

· 

In the 1981 budget, the opeTating · 

deficit was estimated to be $ 1 . 2 
million,

·
.·of which-Blbomington and 

N ormal were to make up $ 87, 800 and· 
$4 3 , 900 respectively . (The feds and 
the state picked up the rest.) So 
1 ocal subsidies for bus service are 
still quite.low--only about 15¢ per 
passenger at 1978 ridership levels. 

We can afford better bus service . It's 
time for the bus.system arid the city 
councils to come up with a plan and to 
ask the citiz enry to support it .• 

-- D . LeSeure 
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The 
cloud 
over 
mass 
transit 

Among the questionable budget cuts 
proposed by the.Reagan' administration, 
the plan to eliminate operating 
subsidies for mass transit by 1986 is 
one of the most short�sighted. 

Eliminating subsidies will likely 
have a devastating effect on big city 
bus systems. Combined with other 
cuts for urban poor and for general 
aid to cities, the mass transit cuts 
wo.uld severely reduce bus service in 
many� c:itif,!s.-; 'the .hardTpressed cities 
will find it very difficult if riot 
imposs ibl,e to come up. with the money 
themselves. 

Even a small bus system like the 
Bloomington-Normal Public Transit 
System which _oper�tes only 27 buses 
wasl budgeted to receive $5.95, 000 in 
fede:r::<!-1 operating funds. in 1981. 

C61lapse;.of federal s·upporf would· 
mak�expansi6n"of local bus service 
impossible:. Indeed, R,:eagan' s 
proposal .raises the• fear.ft.il image 
of buses sitting idle in .the garage 
for lack of money to run them.e 

--D.L. 

Where are the buses- going? 
The Bloo�ington-Normal Public Transit 
System is exploring increased service'; 
even _ express bus service , in the near 
future for pe_ak morning and late 
afternoon hours. · 

According to' system manager Pete Weber , 
the bus system· ·is conducting surveys -of 
major employers like Illinois State 
University, State Farm, and Illinois 

-Agricultural Assn. to identify 
potential riders . 

By May the .bus system may start special 
routes through areas where there are 
large numbers of potential riders. 
The routes , which would be covered 
only during peak hours, would carry 
employees directly to major employers . 
Peak hours are from 7: 30-9: 30 am and 
3 :3 0-5 :30 pm. 

N ow it takes abou-t 40 minutes to go by 
bus from west N ormal to State Farm. 
New routes could considerably reduce 
such rides. 

With existing routes , being able to 
catch a bus to and from work is 
"almos.t coincidental," Webe r said,, 
The routes weren't designed with th.e 
idea ·0£ transporting people to 
workplaces. 

· 

Regular service on existing routes 
(or modified routes) would continue 
during- peak hours, Weber sald , but 
there might be a longer period between 
bus,es:.-;aR. hpµr j.I\�te,a4 .qf l).alf an hol1r • .  

, 

A survey at State Farm identified 420 
peopie who said they would ride the · 

bus if it were convenient to do so. 
"The pot en ti al is t remend_cms, " Weber 
said, even if only 20% of employees 
at major employers were to'•ride _the 
bus . 

The advantage to the pus system would 
be an)increase in riders and a 
con�e'quent increase in fare revenue. 
Si1fce many of the system's .costs are 
more or less fixed, more riders can 
µlean a small.er ope rating deficit even 
df buses travel more miles altogether. 

The Ass ociation of Commerce and 
Industry is distributing surveys down
town to_ determine rider p otential 
there also. 

Eventually, the bus system will 
approach employers wtth a proposal 
for ?Orne sort of,subsidy. One possi
bility is selling. monthly passes to 
employers at one rate , and then having 
the em:gloyers resell the passes at a 
reduced rate to their employees . 
Advantages to the employers include 
less;traffic congestion, smaller park
ing lots and less parking maintenance. 

The plan is a good way to maximiz e 
usage of the bus system by attracting 
a large , steady ridership. It could 
save money for many riders , especially 
those who would otherwise need a car or 
second car, and it will reduce traffic 
and wear on city streets. 

It will be even better if it is used 
t o  subsidize other socially use_ful bus 
service, like night service, which is . 
less able to pay for itself (.see "How'·.· 
about night service?"). 

In fact , the proposal to ·run buses on 
Thursday , Friday and Saturday nights 
for ISU students will provide experi
ence that could be used to expand 
night· service city�wide. 

Normal is likely to approve $5 000 for 
a six-week experiment in .night se rvice. 
The Normal town council hopes the 
availability of transportation will 
reduce the number of students 
participating in the large p arties 
that have raised the ire of police 
and neighbors. 

- � 
The counci l' s rati.onale is pretty 
silly: -would you go t o  the University 
Union -instead of a beer blast? But 
the buses may prove popular for .other 
reasons. , and the experiment will 
certainly provide valuable practical 
inforrration to the bus system about 
night service. 

Let's bope that the bus system's 
curreHt enthusiasm for experimentation 
will :ontinue--and lead soon to better 
servi:e for.everyone.• 

--D. LeSeure 



Diap ers, droo l .a ndd ebris Being a mother means never 
having to say you. have nothing ,to_ do 

The doctor enters t he examination room 
where the woman is anxiously waiting. 
The doc tor · gravely announce s ,  "Your 
test came out positive. You are 
pr egnant . I'd like for you to tome in 
t omorrow for counseling. " 

s·cenes like this play frequently in my 
rich fantasy life� I've been 
intimate ly involved in the messy 
business of reproduction and the 
avoidance thereof, and I've ab out had 
it with the folks who push pregnancy 
as wonde rful and sane, and the 
alternatives as dangerous , ugly , and a 
mite dernen ted .1· · 

If you comp�re a trip to your 
obstetrician with a trip to. your local 
abortion clinic� you can see what � 
mean. Before you ge t an abortion ,  you 
must fill out page after page of fotms 

· with questions making sure that you 
know e xactly what you're getting into 
and that you fr eely c hose it. Rightly 
page 4 

so. But shouldn't the ne wly pregnant 
woman who's considering motherhood be 
asked the same questions? The form 
might be filled out like this: 

1. Whose idea was it that you undergo 
this procedure. (I honestly don't 
know. ) 
2 .  Have you cons idered the al terna
tives? (Yes . I thought about saving 
up the thousands of dollars I would 
sp end on a child and instead buy;ing a 
luxurious cabin in the Rocky Mountains 
and retiring e arly , but I decide d  not 
to . )  

3. Has anyone coerced you to make 
this decision? (Does the full force 
of the entire social and cultural 
apparatus of We stern Civilization 
count? ) 

Two more miserable than one 

And so forth . Coe rcion questions are 
big at the abortion clinic:  the y ask 

·you two or three times if you're doing 
what you want to do , n ot what someone 
else wants you to do. But whe n you're 
pregnant , your doctor ne ver asks you 
that. And how many wome n do you know 
who fe el that their husband or parents 
pressured them into getti ng pre gnant? 
Stop counting , i t' d take all day. 

I'd rather have an abortion and regret 
it the rest of my life than have a 
baby and regret it the, rest of my life.· 
Kids notice that kind of thing , and it 
tends to make the m unhappy. Then 
you've got two continually miserable 
humans instead of one intermittently 
miserable human. But does your doc.tor 
e ve r  warn you , in the early part of 
pregnancy , that ,you. may not be cut out 
for motherhood? Hah. 

One of those forms at the abortion 
c linic is a terrifying list of health 
haz a rds involved in the procedure , 
including .suc h nightmares as pe rfora
tion of t he ut erus ; hemorrhage, and 
death. You must sign the l ist, 
agr eeing that you know these things 
may happen and if they do you wori't be 
mad at anyone. The really intere sting 
part is at the ve ry beginning of the 
list , though . It says , "I understand 
that t he.risks to heal th of this 
procedure are fe we r  t han the risks of 
childbirth . . .  " 

�GAl.1.E 
II 

1l I · . ""'""'be':· 
NNW'aveN!qht 

ever� \JednesdaxA 
f hon x lo /Jrqsflc 'P/as//c, 

111 E. IEAVFOllT·li 
' .. 5 �1830 

Get improved 

Well , what do you know? When I was 
pregnant , my doctor neve r showed me a 
list of all those health risks ,  le t 
alone made sure I unde rstood t hem. �nd the little pi nk book l got explain
ing how to be pregnant never mentioned 
them eithe r-- although it did devote 
quite a bit of space to listibg what 
to pack in my case for my hospital 
st ay . 

If you don't want �ore children , can't 
find a decent birth �ontrol method (is 
the re one? ) , don ' t want to have 
abortions (no one re.ally does) , and 
don't find celibacy appe aling , you can 
get steriliz e d. That is , you can if 
you can convince a doctor that you 
really really really don't want 
childre n,  eve n  if the one s you have 
ge t drowne d or run ove r by beer trucks. 
N ow ,  many women WQO don't want to be 
ster�l iz ed are steriliz ed anyway- -like 
welfare mothers in big citie s .  But 
it ' s the women who want to get 
steriliz e d  that hav.ea-hard time 
getting it done. This is the way of 
the world. 

Some physicians require y ou to go home 
and think it over for a month be fore 
making a date to get ' fixed. But -Whe n 
a woman tells her doctor that she's 
trying to get pregnant , does the doc 
advise her t o  wait a month? 

In fact, a friend once found .out, two 
months late, that the doctor could've 
tied her tubes when he gave he r an 
unexpected Caesarian section. When 
she inquired why he didn't ask her if 
she wanted to get fixed with her 
Caesarian, he said, "Why, I assumP.d 
you'd want two children . " 

Cont. next page 
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Borrow a kid 
f 0 r a If you 're thinking about becoming a 

parent ( or deciding whether t o  have an t t abortion) , find out i f  you ' re up t o  it 

e S ahead of time. B orrow someone else ' s  
child first. 

run 
Both men and women who want to get 
sterilized usually have to undergo 
some kind of counseling, When I got 
fixed, counseling consisted of my 
doctor telling me how this operation 
was ab solutely final, utterly 
irreversib le, really conclusive, as 
I b lissfully nodded and glowed . 

--------· 

Don ' t  borrow one for an afternoon. 
Borrow one for a week or a month. I 
d oubt you'll have any trouble finding 
parents willing to l oan you one or a 
d ozen. 

- - -
I 

3. Time to myself? 
leave it. 

I can take it or I 

Motherhood irreversible 

What doctor sits a pregnant woman down 
and gravely tells her how she ' s making 
a Big Decision, how motherhood is 
irreversib le , how she should consider 
the alternatives? Oh no , everyone acts 
lik e just b ecause she's physically 
capab le of having b ab ies , that's what 
she'll lik e .  She's also physically 
capab le of putting a b ak ed potato 
in her mouth whole , b ut no one expects 
her to do that and like it. 

I f  I had my way , prospective mothers 
would sign as many forms and get as 
much counseling as anyone else who 
considers drastic measures . I 'd also 
have them sign a list of statements 
showing that they ' re suited for the 
lifestyle of motherhood. The list 
would include things like : 

1 .  I have ab solutely no desire to 
spend a summer hitchhiking around 
Europe with my girlfriends . 

4 .  I am aware that the rubber ducks 
all around the rim of the -b athtub are 
full of ice cold water and that this 
col� water will gush or trickle onto 
me when I least expect it. 

5 .  Uninterrupted adult conversation 
doesn' t interest me. 

6. I love the sound of tiny shoes 
b anging on the high-chair footrests 
while I ' m eating at Avanti's. 

7. Being tired all the time makes 
life full and exciting . 

And so forth. 

I know , I know . I know that about 
half of you are getting all set to 
write indignant letters to me, telling 
ab out how when those little b ab ies 
look at you with their big clear 
trusting eyes and wrap their tiny 
little handies around your thumb , 

.you realiz e that it' s all worthwhile. 

I\' I'm not the first to o ffer this advic e  
I t o  prospec tive parents ( i t ' s  Margare t  

II Mead ' s  idea) , but that doesn ' t  make 

I the advice  any less sound. No matter 
wh�t the Pampers commercials say , I being a parent is not all fun ,  nor all 

I easy. Not everyone is cut out to be a 

I good parent. 

I In fact , very few pe opl e  are good 

I parents. If you don't believe me ask 
any child. 

' 

I 
Ii Yet our �ociety is full of pressures 

in favor of child-having (see 
I ad j oining story). How many ads have 
II you seen that show anything but the 

I happy mo�ents of child-rearing? How 
many articles have you read with 

I ti tles like "My Children Are Driving 
I Me Up the Wall or Wnat .I Wouldn ' t 

I 
Give to Be Alone One Day a We ek?" 

I S o  before you decide t o  have a child , 

I take five minutes to c omplete the 

I
. Should-I-Be-A- Parent Quiz and think 
!about some of the questions i t  ll raises. While you still have a 

2. I t  doesn' t  b other me at all when Don't b other.. llchoice.e 

my plants get knocked over. --Phoebe Caulfield 1·
1 .. � .. ilam. ...................... K ... 1111 ........... 1••••1 .. 11111 .. 31111•11• .. .ana ..... ��;;:i.;.��rn� .. �,,,,_.��:1�._11 ... IMCll•••• .. 1111 . - -D. LeSeure 

The should·l·be·a·parenf(iiiii------------· 
Deciding whe ther to have a child may 
b e  the biggest decision you ever make , 
because child-rearing will put a lot 
of limits on what other things you 
can do. And i t's at least a 20 -year 
c ommitment. 

What foll ows is a l ist of things that 
you might consider as reasons for or 
against having children. You may 
think that some of the reasons are 

Effects � child would have 

extremely important and some not 
important at all. 

For each reason circle the number that 
applies t o  you; 1 = no importance ,  2 = 

some importance , 3 = very important 
4 = extremely important. Total up the 
number of points you sc ore in each 
cat egory , and then read the l i ttle 
raps in the next column to ge t 
some idea of what your sc ore means. 

1. Whe ther I would have to quit school .............................. 1 2 3 4 

2. Whether having a child would tie me d own ......................... 1 2 3 4 

3. How a child would affect my relationships with fri ends ........... 1 2 3 4 

4. The idea that having a child would make me an adult ............ . .  1 
5. The risk of birth d e fe c ts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

� readiness for being � parent 

1. My age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .  1 

2. How much money I have. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

3. How much I l ik e  children .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 

4. How permanent my relationship with my partner is ................. 1 

� desires and dreams 

1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

My desire to _ experi ence pregnancy, labor ,  and deli very . . . . _ . . . . . . . 

Wanting t o  b e  a fathe r  o r  mother ................................. 

Wanting t o  teach things t o  a child ............................... 
Liking the idea of having my own child ........................... 

Outside influences 

1. Whether my parents want me t o  have a child ....................... 

2. Whether I think the world is a good place to bring a child into . . 

3. My concern for over-population., . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 

1'.£1& scores 

Effects a child would have 

My readiness for being a parent 

My desires and dreams 

Outside influences 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 3 4 

2 3 4 

2 3 4 

2 3 4 

2 3 4 

2 3 4 

2 3 4 

2 3 4 
2 3 4 
2 3 4 

2 3 4 

2 3 4 

2 3 4 

* * * * 

Obvi ously; these aren ' -t the only 
things you c ould consider , or should 
consider , before having a child. No 
simple quiz can c over everything. 

S ome of the questi ons may not even be 
entir�ly fair. For instance , it is 
perfe ctly all right t o  decide t o  ·be a 
single parent. But i f  you have no one 
to share child-rearing duties with 
you , your burden is l ikely t o  be  more 
than twice as great than if you do 
have some one to help. 

So these answers aren ' t  the final 
truth-- they are better than a Pampers 
ad , however. 

Effects--If you got a sc ore l ower than 
13 ,  you ' re probably not giving enough 
thought to how having a child would 
chahge your life. Try talking t o  
some one who recently became a parent. 

Readiness- -If you scored fewer than 
10 points , you probably need t o  think 
more about what i t  takes to be a 
parent. For instance , most of us 
think we know what we want when we ' re 
17 , but we usually want something 
quite different when we ' re 27. Nor 
is money essential to child-rearing , 
but being po or usually adds a whol e 
bunch of extra problems to the ones 
that everybody has raising children. 

Desires�-If you scored l ess than 10 , 
you probably don't really want t o  be 
a parent. Having a child is the 
worst way to realize that fact. 

Outside influences--If you sc ored 
higher than 7 ,  your c onc erns about 
the world around you probably argue 
against having a child. I f  you 
think this world is a l ousy plac e t o  
grow up in ,  any grandchild you 
provide for your parents is not 
l ikely to be  a very happy person 
e i ther .• 

- -Adapted from a l eafle t  put out by 
the National Alliance for Optional 
Parenthood , 2010 Massachusetts Ave. 
NW, Washington , DC , 200J6. 
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Ga y r esea r c h ers' f i ndings A Clue to 
Homosexuality? 
Stress During 
Pregnancy 

Too much muzak 
causes scie ntist m ice 

Fire Island ( QNS ) - -Gay researchers 
here have de termined that frequent 
exposure to Muzak causes scientist-
like behavior in laboratory mi ce . 

"It ' s  really amazing ,  "says one 
researcher .  "Four or five hours o f  
that dippy Muzak and the li ttle 
buggers start acting just like 
scientists- -you kno w ,  se tting up 
expensive labs , applying for govern
ment grants , conducting ridi culous 
experiments , drawing unwarranted 
conclusions , that sort o f  thing," 

The only thing that will correct the 
degeneration into scientism ( the 
exaggerated trust in the me thods o f  
science to explain so cial o r  
psychologi cal phenomena) , says the 

S.T.A.R. 
en � .c ,.a . .. a" :s. 0 .. I 

... c; .. : 
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l .  Both Jerry Falwel l  and Ronald 
Reagan are practic ing heterosexuals . 

2 .  Both Jerry Falwel l  and Ronald 
Reagan have fathered 4 children . 

3 .  Both c laim to be. C hristians . 

4 .  Both are registered Republic ans . 

5 .  Both oppose gun control .  

6. Both oppose the ERA, affirmative 
action, and a woman ' s  r ight to choose .  

7. Both Jerry F a lwel l  and Ronald 
Reagan attended the recent Rel igious 
Roundtable conference . 

8 .  Both were interviewed in the same 
i s s ue of People magazine . 

9. Both are arch conservatives . 

10. Both Jerry Falwell and Ronald 
Reaqan • • •  enough said. e 

--Jayne Whyman 

Institute , is "a go o d  healthy dose o f  
disco music--with maybe a few poppers 
or some qui che and white wine served 
in a taste ful glass . "  

According to one researcher ,  "a few 
cuts from Diana Ross or Chi c  will ge t 
all but the most serious drudges back 
on their four li ttle feet and boo gy
ing on down . "  Only the very aggressive 
and ambi tious science - �razed creatures 

den ' t  respond to "I ' m  Coming Out" o r  
"Boo gi e  Wo ogi e  Dancin ' Sho es . "  

Across the country , a t  the San 
Francisco Center for the Study 01· 
Lo ony Sci entists ( CSLS ) , gay 
researchers dupli cated in humans the 

Feminization and 
demasculinization 
of male rats is 
found in research 

experiments o f  two professors at 
Brigham Young Universi ty , who submi tted 
pregnant rats to psychologi cal , 
nutri tional , and hormonal stress . The 
BYU experimenters claimed to observe a 
'.'predisposi tion toward homosexuali ty" 
in the male offspring of the stressed 
mothers ( Science Digest , Aug . 1980) . 

CSLS researchers conducted tests on 
three groups o f  pregnant wives of 
scientists: one group was sub j e cted  to 
stress by being forced to spend mo re 
time wi th their husbands; a se cond 
group was given a 9-month vacation in 
Key West; and the wives of Mormon 
scientists were considered to be under 
enough stress already . 

The o ffspring o f  the sci entists ' wives 
who were stressed exhibited behavior 
remarkably similar to that o f  rats: 
they scurried around on all fours , ate 
out of garbage cans , and inhabited 
ghe ttos . 

The 
who 
who 
gay 

unstressed wives pro duce d  o ffspring 
were healthy , happy gay people 
settled in Key West and opene d a 
restaurant together . 

And the Mormon mothers gave birth to 
uptight children who were either 
anxious hO'lllo sexuals or scienti sts 
who got their ki cks out o f  submitting 
pregnant rats to stress . •  F d d -- er y urke 
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Take this plug and shove it 
My sister-in-law was right. 

About 6 years ago, she shock ed me b y  
saying that she ' d sworn off tampons 
and was using only kotex. She said 
she didn' t trust tampax. What, I 
marvelled, not trust tampax? G ive 
them up? Go back on the Rag? 

Although her logic was of the crude 
"It just doesn't seem right to stick 
them things up there and leave ' em" 
variety, her maverick suspicion was 
faultless; and here I am b ack on the 
Rag after 1 6  years of delicate 
odorless feminine secure daintiness. 

I t ' s not j ust that I'm certain that 
I ' ll be one of the 3 in 100 , 000 women 
who contract toxic shock syndrome. 
I have two other c ogent reasons for 
kick ing the plug : 1. I don ' t for a 
minute b elieve that toxic shock syn
drome is the only health hazard of 
plugs, and 2. I ' d  like to see the 
$ 300 million a year tampon industry 
as ruined as most of my underwear. 

This summer ' s  toxic shock wave b rought 
ab out lots of interest in tampon 
safety, resulting in pub licity ab out 

health hazards that have b een 
prac tically ignored for years. 
Nancy Friedman, a writer for N ew West 
magazine, summarized her researc h�� 

thus: 

***Deodorant tampons have b een 
associated with irritation of the 
mucous membranes of the vagina. The 
idea of deodorant tampons is ridicu
lous anyway, since odor assoc iated 
with menstruation results from the 
exposure of the b lood to air, which 
doesn't happ en until the tampon is 
removed. 

***Plastic tampon inserters, used in 
Rely, Playtex, and Kotex b rands, have 
b een resp onsible for numerous 
inc idences of vaginal laceration. 

***The new superab sorb ant natural and 
synthetic fib ers can be too absorbant, 
causing the vagina to b ec ome dry and 
vulnerab le to irritation, infection, 
and even ulceration. A group of 
gynec ologists at Massachusetts G eneral 
Hospital have suggested that the new 
tampons b lock the vagina so 
effectively that they cause toxin
�ontaining menstrual fluid to b ack up 
into the uterus and out the Fallopian 
tub es into the ab dominal cavity. 

***Women who use tampons all month to 
ab sorb vaginal discharges have 
suffered ulcerations of the vagina 
and cervix. Sometimes doc tors even 
recommend month-round tampon use to 
women with discharge prob lems. 

***Several tampon b rands have b een 
rejected in Japan, where government 
regulation of the industry is much 
stricter than it is in the U.S. The 

;,� 
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reason : high b acterial levels. It 
seems that all that elab orate 
packaging and individual wrapping 
doesn't guarantee sterility any more 

page 7 

than the paper b and across the toilet 
in a sleazy motel. 

***Though the tampon companies c laim 
that they carefully test their 
products, none of them will give out 
the names of their medical advisors. 
Who is that "respec ted woman 
gynecologist" who supposedly designed 
"o. b . "  tampons? Johnson and J ohnson 
ain ' t telling. 

The industry and the government have 
treated us women very shabb ily. (So 

what else is new? )  From its invention 
in 1 936 until 1 976, the tampon was 
classified b y  the Food and Drug 
Administration as a "cosmetic" and 
thus the tampon company was not 
required to disc lose contents or offer 
consumer warnings. Yes, there were 
articles in respected medical j ournals 
in 1 94 2 ,  1 959 , and 1 966 which raised 
questions ab out tampon safety, b ut 
the FDA didn ' t  look into the reports. 

In 1 976 , the tamp on b ecame a "medical 
device. " One effect of its change in 
status is that the FDA b ecame even 
more aware of its dangers : the FDA ' s 
Bureau of Medical Devices keeps a 
computer file of all comp laints 
lodged against produc ts. From 
Decemb er 1 976 through August 1980, 
the file doc uments 59 reports of 
tampon damage, many of which cite 
multiple cases. Considering the fact 
that there was no pub lic enc ouragement 

523 N. Main 

NEW HOURS 

II tlHl/ I tuJV 

to send in such complai�ts, that's a 
significant numb er of reports from 
doctors and patients. Still, the FDA 
took no action. 

· 

The most outrageous crime, though, is 
that Procter and Gamb le prob ab ly knew 
their Rely tampon was unsafe b efore. 
the Center for Disease C ontrol 
pub lished its findings ab out toxic 
shock last summer. Before Rely was 
pub lically linked with toxic shock 
syndrome, Procter and Gamble was 
studying "a new ab sorptive material" 
for a tampon. Dr . Sidney Wolfe, of 
Nader's Health Resource Group, 
b elieves that Procter and Gamb le was 
"seriously thinking of reformulating" 
the Rely tampon. In short, Dr. Wolfe 
b elieves that Procter and Gamb le was 
selling the old Rely, knowing it to 
b e  p ossib ly hazardous, and meanwhile 
secretly planning to change the 
formula and come out with a New 
I mproved Rely. The company was 
hoping that the dangers of the old 
Rely would never have to become pub lic . 

This b loody b usiness, Internal 
Sanitary Protec tion, has also b rought 
us a b ewildering and surely 
unnecessary variety of tampons at 
surp risingly uniform outrageous 
p rices, and over the TV has given us 
those cheery ladies chatting about 
how they prevail over their monthly 
mess and those k ind of b lissfully 

t:1� 111, d � 11,···'��' ,, . '- .,, . 
b land females in the mystical dresses 
stroking their tampon b oxes lovingly 
with those weird looks on their 
fac es. Mayb e they're in the first 
stages of toxic shock attack. 

Before it happens to me, I ' m going to 
dye all my underwear a nice 
comfortab le shade of rust b rown, and 
then mayb e I 'll write an article for 
a ladies' magazine ab out how to make 
clever flowers and Christmas 
ornaments out of your old unused 
tamp ons. Look for it at the checkout 
1 in es·• 

--Phoeb e Caulfield 

(Thanx to New West, the Flint Voice, 
and Working Woman. ) 

Bloomington 

HAPPY \HOUR 
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Forget sex, kids 

Blesse.d l ittle healt h 
In office less than a month, the new 
secretary of the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) has not only 
called for the outlawing of abortion, 
but also for an end to federally 
funded contraceptives for teens and 
for an end to federal support for sex 
education. 

Some health. Some human services. 

Maybe the new secretary, Pennsylvania 
Republican Richard Schweiker, is try
ing to prove himself in his new crowd 
of right-wing nuts. He was, after 
all, Reagan's "liberal" vice-presiden
tial choice in 1976, the choice that 
churned the guts of the most consti
pated conservatives. 

Whatever Schweiker's reasons for be
having like the fox in the chicken 
coop (or warmonger in the Defense 
Department), so far he's splendidly 
up to the moronic measure of the 
Moral (sic) Majority (sic, sic, sic). 

By denying Medicaid payments for con
traceptives for teenagers, Schweiker 
would condemn millions of young women 
to pregnancies they don't want. Hun
dreds of thousands already quit school 
every year because of pregnancy; the 
number will grow. Thousands more 10 
and 11-year-olds will be forced to 
give birth to children. 

The HHS secretary's sympathy for the 
millions whose lives will be warped 
and ruined if his desires are forced 
on them is about as large as Ronald 
Reagan's brain. It's pitiful, really. 

Things t o  do 

Schweiker is acting like the problems 
will happily disappear, if only sex 
education is stopped. Yes, and build
ing more bombers, more tanks, more 
nuclear weapons makes the U. S. less 
likely to go to war, too. Sure thing. 

Woman: A Journal of Liberation/cpf 

I remember a couple of hours of sex ed 
in health class in 9th or 10th grade. 
Somehow I don't think that was the 
first time I'd encountered the subject. 
Sex is not likely to go away because 
schools stop teaching about sexuality, 
nor will teenagers stop screwing be
cause they can't get contraceptives. 

Sex ed and contraceptives are not the 
problem, as the moral m?ron� �ain
tain. With reduced ava1lab1l1ty of 
contraceptives, the teenage pregnancy 
crisis will grow worse, not better. 

Post-Amerikan March , 1981 Page 8 
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1n HHS 
The facts are clear: 

--More than 11 million teenagers in 
the U.S. are sexually active. 

--The teenage childbearing rate in 
the U.S. is among the highest in the 
world. 

--Teenage women are twice as likely to 
die from pregnancy complications than 
women in their 20s are. 

--The younger the teenage mother, the 
more likely her child will suffer from 
childhood illness, birth defects. or 
brain damage. 

Facts like these don't impress the 
anti-choice Human-Life-Amendment 
types. Religious fanatics and oppor
tunistic politicians like Schweiker 
don't use logical arguments. They 
believe only in raw power. 

But most of us--80% according to most 
polls--want information about sexual
ity taught in schools. We want 
readily available contraceptives and 
legal abortions. So send the Honor
able Richard Schweiker a bronx cheer-
on paper--to the Department of Health 
and Human Services, Washington DC 
20500. 

Schweiker used to stand for family 
planning--until the Moral Morons

.
went 

on their loud rampage and he decided 
that's where the political action is. 
Maybe he can be switched back .• 

--D. LeSeure 

Work to save a bortion 
Act ion to.  prevent p assage of the Human 
Life Amendment (HLA )  is essential; 
Even though the anti-cho ice groups are 
clearly in a minority ( only JO% of the 
popul ace ) ,  they are quite well-organ
ized . 

From the e arliest days of the anti
abortion movement,; the Catholic Church 
has made its organization availabl e . 
In New York, for instance, right-to
l ife crews collect donations after 
mass . And in 1977 the National 
Committee for a Human Life Amendment 
Inc . received $272,747 of its 
$279,119.)5 in contributions directly 
from the church . 

In many c ases, priests and bishops 
and o thers of similar ilk use their 
pulpits and church newsl e tters to 
organize the anti-choice forces.  A 
phone call from the Bishop of Peoria 

Susie's Cafe 

has always mobilized the local faith
ful . 

Big money raisers 
The TV and radio bible -thumpers that 
have more recently latched onto the 
abortion issue have an incre dible 
money-raising apparatus at the ir . disposal- -since raising money is their 
whol e  reason for be ing in many cases . 

Naturally, the bible-thumper� use 
. all the ir resources to organi ze  their 

supporters, right down to collecting 
signatures on pe titions . 

Finally, the New Right politicos have 
made a religion of computer lists, 
lists of people who give money to 
right-wing causes .  Some o f  them are 
also well fixed with corporate con
tributions. 

To counter this well-organized, well
funde d  lobby, there are any number of 
thin s ou c an do but no thin is more 

NEW LOCATION 
602 N.Main 

Home cooked food 

P lat e l u n ch 

& a la c arte 

6 a. m.�7p. m. 

Plenty of free p ar king at Mu lberry & Main 

• 
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important than personal involvement . 

What you c an do 

G o  t o  mee tings, hold press 
conferences, stage happenings, collect  
petitions and send them to your 
elected representatives every month . 
Do all this and encourage your friends 
and neighbors to do the same . 

Among the local groups already working 
to guarantee legal abortions are: 

--the Bloomington-Normal chapter of 
the National Organiz ation for Women, 
Dorothy Berkson, 829-6777· 
- - The National Abortion Rights Ac tion 
League, Kay Wilson . 

- - The American Civil Liberties Union, 
Scott Eatherl y .  

--Planned Parenthood of Mid-Central 
Illino is, Dixie Axley . 

- - The National Assn . for the Advance
ment of Colored People, Illinois State 
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prosecutor or persecutor? 
I recently spent an entire d ay in the 
cramped office of Brad Murphy, an 
assistant state ' s  attorney . For 
nearly 7 hours , I gazed alternately 
at the 2 Reagan for Pres ident bumper 
stickers that so gracefully adorn his 
small bulletin board and the worn 
black Bible that rests so attrac tively 
on his desk . 

So Brad Murphy i s  into politics and 
religion . I ' m glad he has hobbies . 
r ' m  sorry he brings his hobbies to 
work with him .  I ' m appa l led that 
his hobbies promote this sorry rape 
culture that we lovingly c a l l  
Amerika . I am d isgus ted that he 
advertises the fasc i s t  s tatus quo in 
the office of a public servant . 

Brad Murphy deals with the victims 
and the witnes ses o f  crimes every 
d ay .  He must win the confidence and 
respect of these people to do his 
j ob e f fec tively . I don ' t  believe 
that the display of p artisan 
pol itical advertis ing and religious 
documents do that . 

The presence of Reagan p araphernalia 
in Brad Murphy ' s  o f f ice is a 
statement o f  s upport not only for the 
man but also for those things for 
which he stands . I t  is not a 

University chapter , Tom Todd . 

--The Post-Amerikan , 828-7232 . 

Your elected representatives and the ir 
addresses are :  

--State Rep . Geral d Bradl ey , State 
House , rm 314 ,  Springfield IL 62706 . 

--State Rep . Gordon Ropp , S tate Offic e  
Building , rm 2023 , Springfield IL 
6270 6 .  

--S tate Rep . Sam Vinson,  S tate Office  
Building , rm 2032 , Springfield Il 
6270 6 .  

--S tate Sen.  John Maitland , State 
O ffice Building , Springfield IL 
62706 . 

--US Rep . Edward Madigan , 2457 Rayburn 
Office Building , Washington DC 20515 . 

--US Sen . Charles Percy , 4321 Dirksen 
Offi ce  Building , Washington DC 20510 . 

--US Sen . Alan Dixon , address unavail 
abl e s o  far . 

Nat iongl organizations that deserve 
support: 

--National Abortion Rights Ac tion 
League , 825 15th St NW , Washington 
DC 20005 . 

--Committee  for Abortion Rights and 
Against Sterili zation Abuse , 386 Park 
Ave . ,  rm 1502 , New York NY 1001 6 . 

--Committee t o  Defend Our Reproductive 
Rights , 1638B Haight S t . , San 
Francisco CA 94117 .  

--Reproductive Rights Ne twork , 1 7  
Murray St . , N e w  York NY 1 0 01 7 . 

--Catholics for Fre e  Cho i c e , 1 411 K 
S t . ,  suite 430 , Washington DC 20005 . 

--National Organization for Women , 
NOW Ac tion Center , 425 13th S t .  NW , 
suite 1048 , Washington DC 20004.  

The se groups can help with informati on 
and pamphlets , as well as provi�ing 
act ion ideas .  Get started now • •  

- -D . L .  

s tatement o f  presidential preference 
( the e lection was over 3 months ago ) , 

but rather a s ign o f  s upport of the 
new right moral majority fas c i s t  
conservatism .  

B rad Murphy, shown here expressing 
his opinion about the separation between 
church and state . 

Reagan for Pres ident bumper stickers 
say ,  in effect : I agree there should 
be no gun contro l ;  I bel ieve in 
profits before peop le ;  I bel ieve that 
people on we lfare are too lazy to f ind 
work ; I bel ieve in equating abortion 
with homoc ide ; I believe that gay 
people are s ick and perverted and 
should not be allowed to exi s t ;  I 
be lieve women have the ir p lace in this 
society and that p l ace is in the home ; 
I bel ieve anyone who i s  the wrong 
color-- anything but white-- is s uspec t 
and s hould be watched very c arefully 
for s igns o f  inferiority ; I bel ieve 
we c annot have peace unless we prepare 
for war ;  I believe that God is our 
ultimate pres ident . 

Which brings us to the next point . I 
do not think Brad Murphy believes that 
the B ible is an interes ting history 
o f  a ( colored ) race of people from the 
Middle Eas t .  I do not think he 
bel ieves it is an interes ting, i f  
inaccurate, biography o f  some 
persec uted Jews . I do not even think 
he believes it is yet another 
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philosophy s imilar to every other 
religious philosop hy . 

I believe he believes it i s  The Word . 

And I bel ieve he regards it with as 
much respect and he reads it with as 
much integrity as do his cohorts Jerry 
F alwe l l  and the prez, RR, taking from 
it all the wors t it has to o f fer and 
d iscard ing the res t .  By doing so , 
Brad Murphy i s  not only blatantly 
stating his rel igious preferenc e .  He 
is help ing to participate in the c are 
and nurturing of that age-old 
Amerikan trad ition, rape c ulture . 

That kind o f  religion penetrates our 
lives ; and though it says the s ame 
things that the Republic an p arty 
p latform s ay s ,  it is a much more 
dangerous foe , for it is not only 
Ronald Reagan talking , it is God . 
And i f  God s ays it,  it is true . One 
c an argue politics with RR ;  one c annot 
argue religion with God . 

Nor can you argue with Brad Murphy , 
for you know the minute you step into 
his office that he believes that 
living in a rac i s t ,  sexist,  hetero
sexis t  rape-culture with a vengeful 
over-Lord watching every move is the 
ultimate living experience . The 
Reagan stickers s ay that with 
authority .  The B ible says it with 
Authority . 

I f  I were being generous I would cut 
the man some s l ack . But I do not feel 
generous . Brad Murphy has been a 
p ublic servant for too long not to 
know what is and i s  not appropriate . 
Reagan blas ting from the wal l and God 
blaring from the desk are definitely 
not appropriate . 

I t  is time that we , the public ,  take 
a stand where out servants are 
concerned . We s hould demand that 
Brad Murphy c lean up his ac t ( and his 
o f f ice ) . The relationship between a 
prosecutor and his witnes ses is a 
tenuous one at bes t .  I t  does not 
need to be further al ienated by 
bringing po litics and religion into 
the mids t  of things . 

( I  also have a problem with the l ittle 
gold cross he wears on the lapel of 
his suit coat , but I hate like hell to 
be picky , so I won ' t  mention i t . l e 

--Deborah Wiatt 
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t The Pentagon has revamped i t s  policy 
toward gay peo ple in the service .  
Formally approved in January , the day A before Reagan was inaugurated , the new 

' regulations emphatical l y  s tate that t all homosexuals without excepti on mus t  
be barred .from the mil i tary . t Well , there is  one exception:  i f  i t ' s  
"in the interest of nat i onal s e curi ty " 
to draft , enl i s t , or re tain them . In t other words , gays are t o  be scorned 
and re j e c ted unless i t  ge ts s o  bad 
that even perverts are needed for t cannon fodd e r .  The same thing 
happened in Germany when the Nazis 
kept the gays in c oncentration camps t until the final years of the war when 
the y called them to fight for the 
".fatherland " ( s e e  Pos t , vol . 9 ,  #9) . t 
The reas on .for the new d irective .from 

Rec ently , Ens ign Vernon Berg ended his 
5-year c ourt battle for reinstatement 
by settl ing with the Navy for an 
undiscl osed amount of money . In the 
Berg case , a J- judge panel .found that 
the Navy does not discharge all those 
.found to be homos exual . 
S o  the D OD has mandated that all 
branches of the s ervice mus t  rewrite 
their regulations regarding homo- · 

s exuals and eliminate clauses which 
gave l e eway to retain s ome l esbians 
and gay men under " excepti onal " 
circumstances . 

Oisruptlng presence 

The new DOD policy ass erts that the 
pres ence of gay people " impairs the 
acc ompl i shment of the mili tary 
miss i on . "  It then lists s even ways 
that the pres enc e  of gays " adversely 
affects the ability of the armed 
.forces . " 

t the Department of Defens e  (DOD )  is 
that they ' ve been taken to the 
cleaners recently because some 
branches of the servic e  had A "di screti onary " clauses in their These s even points include the tire -

' pol icies . s ome old noise ab out maintaining 

They could n't explain "breache s of security . "  But i t ' s  the 
s ixth one that reallv tells the story 

emo tional issue . Peopl e  wouldn ' t  
acc ept them . That ' s  the basic reas on 
for exclusion . " 

In other words , i t ' s  the pre judice of 
other pe ople that makes gay men and 
l esbians disruptive to the mil i tary . 

The unnamed offi cial c onceded that the 
armed services were an ins trument of 
soc ial policy when it came to 
integrating blacks and women into the 
mil itary . But they ' re not about to 
play that role with gays : "We can ' t  
point a finger and say there i s  some 
thing wrong with them and they can ' t  
perform in the service . We d on ' t  
believe that . But we depe nd on · 

people be ing willing to j oin the armed 
service and remain in i t . "  

Do n 't ev e n  t h i n k  abou t it 

The Pentagon has als o  offered a 
defini t i on of homosexuality for use 
in mil i tary cases : " ' Homosexual ' 
means a pers on , regardless of s ex ,  
who engages i n ,  desires t o  engage in , 
or intends to engage in homos exual 
acts . "  t discipl ine and moral e and preventing 

t The Air Forc e  regulat i o ns used t o  about the Pentagon ' s  avers ion to gay The dire ctive also states that any 
all ow .for retention of gay service pe ople : homosexual s prevent the armed homosexual act per.formed be.fore 
members if " the mos t  exc epti onal forces from maintaining " the publi c entering the mil itary , regardless of t 
c ircumstances exis ted . "  But when the acceptability of mil i tary service . "  the age of the person at the time , i s  
A i r  Force tried to expel S gt . Leonard a groun� .for dismissal : I f  �h� �ins ey 
Matl ovich , a gay airman with an A s pokesperson from Manpower Res erve report is accurate , this d e fini tion t 
exemplary record and all s orts o f  Affairs and Logi s t ics in the Office o f  means that the mili tary is going t o  

d t "  th ' t  bl t the S e cre tary of Defens e  told Gay end up excluding 40 per c ent of the c omm
l
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c-a1rfirm-a1aggot,beat-hlm-up-
Beating up gay people is as American as Saying he di dn't want any troub le , T�ey caught him in front of a bright ly 
killing Indians . You don't ev en have Doug left and went t o  the bar next l� t theat er , and t wo of t�em b eat on 
to b e  gay to qualify: the lab el door. Inside , he saw his torment ors him some more b efore fleeing in a c ar .  
"faggot" is excuse enough for any pac k walking around in the street , appar-
of b ullies to t arget you for a b eat ing . ently looking for him , b ut t hey didn ' t 

follow him into t he b ar .  
That is exact ly what happened t o  Doug 
Dawson in Pont iac last Sept. 18 . 

Doug went int o a place called Big 
Dad's that night and sat down at the 
bar. Almost immediat ely , thr.ee guys 
b ehind Doug start ed in on him . "What 
are you look in ' at ? "  they "'demande d.  
One guy grabbed Doug ' s  hair and called 
him a faggot. 

The harassment continued unt il one of 
the guys--a guy almost 6 inches t aller 
and 30 pounds heavier t han Doug--
came over and flipped a coin . "Let's 
see who t akes this faggot out and 
b eat s his ass , " t he guy said. 

Doug , who i sn't gay , had b een through 
scenes like this b efore , b ut now he 
was worried. "It was b uilding t o  a 
c rescendo , "  he t old t he Post. "I 
wasn't want ing t o  b e  t here for t he 

I crescendo." 

COMIC 

A couple of b eers later , Doug headed 
for home on foot . Passing through a 

dark stretch of st reet , someb ody c ame 
out of an alley and hit Doug with 
something--hard enough to lit erally 
shat t er his nose. 

"I was screaming for my life , "  he 
Bleeding badly , Doug st umb led off 
curb , spraining his ankle , b ut he 
manage d t o  escape his at tackers. 
Briefly . 
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Bot h Doug 's lips were split , requiring 
1 0  st i t c hes . and his nose was so 
shat tered that his doc t or had to use 
a st eel rod t o  st raighten up the 
i ns i de enough so Doug c ould breat he . 
He st i ll faces a 3 t o  4 -day hospital 
stay to repair his nose. 
"I laid in fear of my life for two 
months , "  Doug said. "Someb ody who 
would do somet hing that violent . . . " 

Earlier t his year , t he Liv i ngston 
County state's at torney's office t ook 
the case b efore a grand j ury. A 
charge of b at t ery was ret urned against 
one of the three men ,  Dale Higb ie. 
The ot hers were not charged. 

Ironically , t he root s of t he b eat ing 
may have grown in heterosexual 
j ealousy . One of Doug ' s attackers , 
not the one charged , had t aken a 
dislike t o  Doug after Doug paid t oo 
muc h at t ention to the guy's woman 
friend at a party . The eventual 
at tacker later threat ened Doug on the 
st reet : "Hey fag, y ou ' re gonna get 
yours. " 

It's also worth not ing that of the 1 0  
or so people i n  t he b ar where Doug was 
harassed b efore t he beat ing , only t he 
b armai d i nt ervened t o  help Doug , and 
she not i mmediat ely. 

Being labeled "faggot " is enough t o  
t urn a man i nt o  a n  outcast. Whether 
you're gay or not , being called gay 
will usually cause everyone else t o  
look away whi le you're harassed or 
b eate� ;  often t he bystanders w i ll 
act ually cheer for t he attackers . 
Thi s  i s  t rue t hroughout Amer i c a ,  and 
i t 's a t elli ng statement of t he real 
stat us of gay people . 

I can' t forget a story a fri end t old 
me that he wit nessed while working at 
Funk Seeds. O ne of his c oworkers was 
t elling another man ab out the b eat i ng 
of a gay. "You mean, "  t he second man 
sai d inc.redulously , "that t he guy got 
t wo y ears for b eat i ng on a fag? " • 

--D. LeSeure 



or pas sively permitted b e tween 
pers ons o f  the s ame sex for purpose s  
of satisfying s exual desires . "  The 
sec ond bas i s , a clear vi olation of the 
First Amendment , calls f or discharging 
any member of the mil itary who has 
stated that he or she i s  a homosexual 
or a bisexual . 

Milit ary logi c  

have married pers ons o f  the same s ex 
"as evidenc ed by the external 
geni tal i a . " Unless it ' s  clear they 
got married just t o  avo id the servi c e . 
In other words , if two men marry 
bec ause they l ove each o ther , they ' ll 
get booted . But if they marry because 

they d on ' t  want to b e  in the s ervice , 
they ' ll have t o  s tay i n .  You figure 
it out . The third basis for exclusion is the 

: most curious . It ' s  apparentl y  aimed 
at what the DOD thinks "transs exual s "  
are : members of t h P.  mil i tary who 

S everal gay ac tivists point out that · 
the new D OD regulati ons are clearly 
unc ons tituti onal on at l east four 

Parent Drug Cou rs es B egin 
Pro j e ct OZ will conduct four drug 
education programs for parents in the 
Bloomington s cho o l  distri ct (#87 ) 
during March . Each program will consist 
of one evening mee ting per we ek , from 
7 p . m .  to 9: JO p . m . , for four we eks . 

The first drug e ducation program for 
parents will begin on Tue s day , March 
J •  at Centennial Scho o l . On March 5 
( Thursday ) , the Bent School program 
wi ll begin . Later in the month programs 
will be s tarted at Irving Scho o l  ( Tue s . ,  
March 10 ) and at Stevenson Scho o l  ( Mon . , 
March 16 ) . 

• • 

These programs are free to all parents 
in distri ct 87 . They include instruction 
in drug knowledge , why people use drugs , 
values clarifi cation,  de cision-making , 
parenting , and parent -child 

· 

communi cation . 
Intere sted parents can regi ster for 
the se course s  by calling Pro j e ct Oz at 
827 -0377 be twe en 9 a . m .  and 5 p . m .  Mon . 
through Fri . Parents are free to enro ll 
in a program at any cite , even if the 
scho o l  is no t in the ir ne ighborhoo d . 

Br ing back th e p ra 1r1e 
The local John Wesley Powell Audub on 
Society p lans a p rog ram � o

_
illus�rate 

our Central I llinois p rairie herit age 
March 4 ,  7 : 3 0 pm, at Adlai Stevenson 
School, 2106 Arrowhead Dr., Bloomingt on. 

Paul Knoop of t he Aullwood Audub on 
Farm, Dayton, Ohio, will discuss t�e 
g reat diversity of prairie vegetat ion, 
t he p rairie b efore US sett lement , how 

small p rairies can b e  recreated, and 
their aesthetic and educat ional 
potential. Knoop will offer p lans 
for creation -of a p rairie sit e at 
S tevenson School t or use as an outdoor 
classroom. 

I "dust a t.All lll--t #Her" 
204 North St. Normal 

Ph. 452·8377 
F REE DELIVERY 

count s : due process , equal 
protection,  freedom of assoc iation , 
and free speec h . In supporting its 
claim that gay presence is disruptive , 
the mil i tary i s  going t o  have to show 
s ome connection between homos exual ity 
and the ability to d o  the j ob (which 
they know they can ' t ) . But if they 
d on ' t  demons trate s ome such causal 
l ink , then they ' ll be admitting that 
their policy is really built around 
bigotry and homophobia , that i t  
s erves primarily t o  c onfirm and 
placate s oc i ety ' s  pre judice agains t 
gay peopl e . _,  

- -Ferdydurke 

S ources : Gay C ommunity News , vol . 8 ,  
nos . 2 6 , 2 8 , 2 9 . 

�Ct()M�\IU�lllr"' 
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M o ne y  for 
e c ol ogy st udy 

The local Audub on Society is offering 
a scholars hip t o  at tend an ecology 
workshop this summer. 

The $ 26 5  Marie Hog lund Memorial 
Scholarship would pay all fees for 
a workshop in Wisconsin or part of 
the fees for workshops in Maine, 
Connec ticut and Wyoming. 

The workshops are 1 t o  2 weeks long , 
cost from $ 26 5  to $ 4 7 5 ,  and t ake plac e 
cont inuously from J une 28 to Aug. 1 6 .  

People interested in t he scholarship 
should apply t o  the Audub on E ducat ion 
Committ ee ,  3 05 W .  Monroe , Blooming ton. 
Writ t �n applications should inc lude : 
your reason for wanting t o  att end ; 
any p ast experiences in conservat ions 
or environmental educat ion; and a rap 
on what you think you can do t o  
promote e�vironmental understanding 
in your community as a result of 
att ending the workshop . 

More info can b e  had from Nancy Morgan 
( 6 6 2- 56 8 1) or Susan Taylor ( 8 28 - 8 7 3 0) . 

Pesticides for 
Pittsburg 

As if there weren ' t  enough pestic ides 
already in the water,  someone 
deliberately contaminated the 
drinking supply of three P ittsburg 
s uburbs with heptachlor and 
chlordane last Dec . 6 .  

The county health department 
es timated 2 0 , 000 people getting water 
from the Wes tern Pennsylvania Water 
C o .  were affec ted . More than 1 5 0  
peop l e  reported illness ,  mostly 
nausea and diarrhea,  from drinking 
the water . The pesticides attack the 
nervous system and are highly stable 
c arc inogens . 

Although the water company tried to 
blame the poisoning on the Utility 
Workers union which had voted to go 
on s trike four days before the 
p e stic ides were put into the water,  
police said the poisoning " could 
have been done by someone comp letely 
isolated from the company and the 
union . It could have been someone 
who has a mental hangup . "  

--thanx to AP & Tulsa Wor ld 
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Can't do it in the face 

of the Lord 

A retired lawyer in the Senior S a ints 
organization has been drafting 
legislation that will c a l l  for motel s  
loc ated o n  the interstate highways 
to rent rooms only to those couples 
who are legally married . The Senior 
S aints are affiliated with the Thomas 
Road B aptist C hurch in Lynchburg , V a . , 
where the Rev . Jerry F alwell is 
pastor . 

The law is expec ted to pass both 
houses of Congres s  and be s igned by 
Pres ident Reagan with d ispatc h .  I t  
should spark a ser ies o f  loc al laws 
that will ban the renting of all hote l 
and motel rooms to unmarried couples . 

One o f  the members o f  the S enior 
S aints said recently : " Highway motels 
j us t  give out rooms to anyone who 
comes in o f f  the road , people 
walking in l ike two s tray dogs in 
heat . 

" To a motel c lerk, a family is any 
two persons going to flop around on 
the same bed . I f  two men walk in 
and s ign the register , that ' s all 
right, too . I f  two women come in and 
want to use the bed together, that ' s  
fine . Homosexuality ! Doesn ' t  
anybody care abo ut it? God hates 
homo sexuality ! " 

The plan is for the Department o f  
Health and Human S ervices to issue 
marriage c ards that will be shown 
to motel c lerks , much as voter 
registration c·ards are s hown at 
poll ing places . 

Lawyers for hotel interests 
immed iately s aid the motel law was 

.. 

Moron 
uncon s titutional because it did not 
g ive equal rights to people who are 
married and unmarried . 

" Nobody has the r ight to fornicate in 
the fac e  o f  the Lord ! " one of 
F a lwell ' s  people reasoned . " The 
S upreme Court c an follow an e lection 
l ands lide j us t  as wel l  as anybody 
e lse . Ronald Reagan won that e lection 
because the Americ an people are tired 
of famil ie s  getting destroyed because 
of tomc atting . "  

--Jimmy B re s l in 
N . Y .  News Syndic ate 

Daffy duck an atheist?. 

The Rev . Lars Wes sberg , principal o f  
the Omaha C hristian School (Omaha, 
Neb . ) , burned record album covers ,  
books , and magazines that h e  contended 
are detr imental to Christian living . 

S tudents watched the burning, which 
destroyed B atman and Daffy Duck comic 
books among o ther items . 

--ZNS 

Love thy neighbor . . .  
Dr . C urtis Hutson, editor of the 
fundamental ist weekly " Sword of the 
Lord , "  withdrew from the opening of 
the 1981 James Robison B ib le· 

Conference last month to avoid 
appear ing with Phyllis Schl afly . 
Hutson s aid he could not " speak at a 
B ible conference with a Roman 
C athol ic lady . " 

The four-day conference in F t .  Worth 
inc luded s uch al leged Christians as 
bill ionnaire T .  C ul len Davis ,  
acquitted o f  murder and . solicitation 
o f  murder be fore finding religion, 
and the Rev . B ailey Smith , pres ident 
of the Southern B aptist Convention, 

<�.,;..:."}'�--·-...__ 
COMMON GROUND now offers you the opportunity to � ut food 
and vitamin costs by 10% . You may obtain our 10% discount 
club card in the following two ways : 

• >'"!' 

(1) You may purchase a discount card for a ye arly fee of $10 .  
(2) You may e arn a free discount card by accumulating $5 0 

wort� of COMJ:10N GROlfND sale s rece ipts . Si.mply save your 
rece i pts until you have a total of $5 0 ,  at which time we will 
pre sent you with a FREE 10% discount card good for one year . 

Once you have your discount card , simply pre sent it at the 
che ckout counter for a 10% discount on e very purchase . 
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Majority 
who has s aid God does not hear the 
p rayers of Jews and has also made 
comments about Jews ' noses .  

• • • 

--Detroit Free Press 

As thyself 

The Rev . B illy Graham has reportedly 
g iven up pol itics for the pulp it, and 
he i s  advis ing the MM to do the same 
thing . 

Graham, who gave pol itical advice to 
Pre s idents E i senhower ,  Johnson, and 

I ' '""e:-.!L!..:: 
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Nixon, admits he used to equate " the 
Kingdom of God with the American way 
of l i fe . "  Now, however ,  he has 
c hanged his tune and is advis ing the 
c lergy to s tick to preac hing and to 
avoid pol itic s . 

I n  a , Parade magazine interview, 
Graham . says ,  " Evangel is ts c an ' t be 
c lose ly identified with s uc h  authority 

As a diversion 

Falwel l Dis� 

·World1 
Remember what Richard Nixon did when 
everybody was c oming down on him for 
Watergate ?  He k ept pointing at Red 
China and yapping about forei gn 
affairs . 

Well , rasc al see , rascal d o . 

The lates t  in Jerry Falwell ' s  never
end ing series of appeal s for money 
makes abs olutely no mention of his · 

not orious Pe nthouse interview , nor 
does it c ontain one pee p  about the 
numerous Moral Ma j ority crazi e s  around 
the c ountry who are calling for the 
exe cution of gay pe opl e , the rel ease 
of c onfident ial library records , and 
the restriction of motel occupancy to 
married c ouples only ( se e  storie s  
above ) .  

No indeed . Jerry i s  giving all his 
attention this month to hunger in East 
Africa . In fact , he has declared a 
"Hunger C:risis Alert " and has promised 

! 
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o r  any p articular p arty o r  person . " 
He says that the MM ' s  attempt to l ink 
religion with pol itics amounts to an 
act o f  bigotry . 

Anti-feminist group 
for med 

Karen Master Davis has s igned on as 
co-direc tor o f  a new anti- feminist 
relig ious organization founded by 
evangeli s t  James Robison ( see � 
vol . 9, no . 6 ) . 

has l ittle to do with j us tice and 
morality : " I  hones tly fear a great 
dollar los s  for our ministry • • •  Y_ou 
c an ' t  imagine the hundreds of calls 
and letters we were innundated with 
• • •  We have no idea how many people 
will now cut us out of their wil l s ,  
how many will s imply c lose their 
c heckbooks on us . "  

The Rev . Graham did not comment on 
the morality of collecting mill ions 
of tax-free dollar s  in the name o f  
the Lord o r  indic ate how much the 
MM ' s political scam has cut into his 
own holy-money empire . 

Anti-gay blitz launched 

Calling S an Franc isco the " Sodom and 
Gomorrah" of the nation, a coal ition 
of fundamentali s t  groups s ays it will 
spend $3 mil l ion on a med ia c ampaign 
attacking gay people . 

According to the Rev . R ic hard Zone , 
whose I n  God We Trust Inc . group is 
spearheading the c ampaign, some $ 3  
mill ion will be spent, beginning 
with a mail and med i a  blitz . The 
coalition will attempt to build anti
gay feel ing in the community and 
persuade homosexuals to give up the ir 
l i festyle . 

" I  agree with c ap ital punishment and 
I be lieve homosexuality is one o f  
those that could b e  coupled with 
murder and other s ins , " said Dean 
Wycoff, a spokesthing for the S anta 
C lara Moral Maj ority ,  one of the 
groups invo lved in the c amp aign. 

Wycoff c alled S an Franc isco , where 
1 5% of the population is gay,  " the 
Sodom and Gomorrah o f  the U . S .  and 
the armp it o f  this perverted 
movement . "  

--Assoc iated Press 

�o vers 
I 

GO send $100 , 000 to help the s tarving 
nas ses in S omalia . 

rou see , in the midst of the storm 
ibout the interview in Penthou s e  and 
the outraged response to the various 
proposals that the MM l oonies have 
L o osed upon the nati o n ,  Jerry got word 
from his miss ions d irector , Dr . Roscoe 
3rewer , that there i s  s evere 
starvation in eastern Africa . 

Praise the Lord for famine and 
iroughtl Just the far-away c ause that 
Jerry needed to take the heat o ff the 
iomestic s trife and keep the l oo t  
('Olling i n .  

� s  the Rev . Falwell inc i s ivel� 
explains , "There i s  a hunger crisis in 
many parts of the world today . " (Like 
Detroit or Alabama ? )  "People will 
iie , if you and I do not c ome to their 
('es cue . "  
So "lou and I "  are going t o· s end our 

Davis was a key witne s s  for her 
now-husband , 'billionaire Texas oilman 
Cullen Davis , in the two h ighly 
p ublic ized trials in whic h he was 
acquitted of murder and solic itation 
o f  murder .  They were not marr ied at 
the time of the trials . 

Davis s ays her new group ; called the 
C hris tian Women ' s  National Concerns , 
" wi l l  train women to be an effec tive 
force in preserving the rights o f  
our children and families . "  

--Detroit F ree Press 

--Detroit Free Pre s s  

furn in that l ibrary 
card sinner! 

MM i s  asking the Washington State 
Library to identi fy borrowers o f  a 
2 1-minute movie entitled " Achieving 
Sexual Maturity . " 

The request to Librarian Roderick 
Swarts was made last week by Michael 
F arris , the group ' s  state d irec tor, 
under provis ions o f  Washington ' s  
Public Disc losure Act .  

The . root of all Christianity Nancy Zusey,  the library ' s  deputy 
d irec tor for services ,  s aid , " It is 
l ibrary po licy nationwide that 
c ircu lation records are conf idential" 
unless borrowers give permis s ion for 
the ir names to be released . 

Jerry F alwe ll intends to pursue his 
s u it agains.t Penthouse magazine for 
$ 10 mi llion in damages .  After 
learning that published reports 
quoted him as s aying he wo uld drop 
the suit,  F alwe ll told the Lynchburg 
(Va . ) News that he would f ight on . 

F alwe l l  has alleged that an interview 
with him published in the magaz ine ' s  
March i s s ue had been obtained under 
false pretenses and has damaged his 
rep u ta ti on. 

The film, produced by John Wiley & 
Sons o f  New York " is a scientific 
film on anatomy , phys iology and 
s�xual deve lopment throughout the 
l i fe cyc le , " she s aid . 

--Assoc iated Press 

B ut his main concern with the incident 

HELLO , WE'R!,._ li#E IN So"'" �.... ro BRIN& '(ov A p6cr1rY1E.Nr;.Rr ON THc TERRIBLE F,AM tNE fltRE 

money to the s i ck and dying of Eas t 
. Africa , right ? Wrong . "I " i sn ' t  

going t o  s end any o f  his money any
where . He just promised to send 
$100 , 000 to s omething called Food for 
the Hungry International , and "you " 
are going to s end your money to "I . " 

Now , s ome cynical , suspi c i ous pers on 
might point out that the Hunger Cris i s  
Alert Emergency Reply F orm ( marked 
"Rush" )  s ays to make the tax
deductible check payable to the Old
T ime Gospel Hour , the s ame 
organi zat ion that has l ent a bunch of 
bucks t o  Moral Ma j ority , Inc . and that 
Jerry c laims is l o s ing t ons of money 
because of the you-know-what in that 
unment i onable publi cati on .  

And s ome cynical , suspic i ous person 
might point out that the Justice  
Department filed sui t  l ast year tq_ 
force the PTL ( "Prais e  the Lord " )  Club 
of Charlotte , N . C . , to open its book s  
o n  the $51_ billion_ it grossed because 

AN/J NOW A WORD FRfh. 01/R �f'ON50rl. Ncfl i!ME YOU £/I T  TCX> N\U<H 
REME#8Ef( T'O 

U'E Al.J(A SEl TZER I 

the FCC wants to know i f  the gospel 
televi s i on show broadcast "fraudulent 
and misleading "  appeals by asking for 
money for overseas missi ons but 
spending it on overhead . 

S ome cynical , suspic i ous pers on might 
question whether the $2 mill ion 
budget of the Old-Time Gospel Hour ' s  
Liberty Missionary Society really 
goe s  toward feeding thousands of dark
skinned hungry folk and tyranni zing 
them into becoming Christians , or 
whe ther i t  actuall y  supports campaigns 
to harass gay pe ople and library 
patrons right here at home . 

S ome c yni cal , suspic i ous pers on might 
suggest that we send Jerry Falwell and 
his Moral Ma j ority foll owers t o  
S omalia and l e t  the starving mas ses 
eat them .. 

- - Ferdydurke 
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Chlorine does bring risks 
Chl or inat ion o f  dr inking water do e s  
create health risks whether y o u  c an 
smell the chl orine or not- -no matter 
how o ften the local water dir ectors 
and the Daily Pantagraph proclaim the 
wat er perfectly safe , 

Numerous studies in both the US and 
Europ e s ince 1974 have proved that 
chl or inat ion produc e s  several chl or
inat ed hydrocarbons , mo st no tably 
chl oroform.  Furthermor e , the Nat ion
al Canc er Inst itut e c oncluded in 1976 
that chl oroform causes cancer in rat s 
and mic e . 

Ferguson ' s  int erpretation that the 
study was "misl eading . " Ferguson 
" said it  i sn ' t  the chl orine that 
cause s  the heal th danger , it is when 
chl orine c ombines with a c ertain type 
o f  algae for an ext ended period--
up to  70 year s . " 

Ferguson didn ' t  know i f  Lake Bloom
ington contained this algae , but the tanta�raph po int ed out that the 

ake as been Blo omington ' s  wat er 
sourcP. for about 50 year s .  The impl i
cation is that there i s  no danger . 

In fact , chl or ine appe ars to  comb ine 

in the water . "  When pre s s e d ,  he did 
admit that chlorinated hydrocarbons 
can be carri e d  on particles suspended 
in the water- -wh ich amounts to the 
same thing as be ing wate r  solubl e 
s ince you can drink them , and mill ions 
do drink them . 

The posit ion on safety that the water 
directors take , however ,  is l argely 
backed up by the state EPA in prac
tice , s inc e it  r equires a level o f  
0 . 5  to  1 . 0  parts o f  chlorine resi
dual s per mill ion parts o f  drinking 
water ( 0 . 5  to 1 . 0  ppm , this is 
called ) .  The chlor ine ' s  purpose  i s  

T h e  sc ient ific c ontroversy to day 
c enters on the degr ee o f  risk caused 
by chlor ination,  not on whether there 
i s  a health risk from dr inking 
chl or inat ed water . (See ad j o ining 
art icl e on cancer risk . ) 

Wh at' s bad 
is g o od for 

fo r f i s h  

In fact , the actual and suspected 
r i sks from chl or inat ion ar e no t 
l imited to  canc er , though that r i sk 
may be more than minor : a study 
done at Hunt er College for the US 
Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA)  
suggested that women who drank 
chlorinat ed wat er had a 44% h igher 
death rate from gastro int est inal and 
urinary tract canc ers than do women 
who don ' t  dr ink chlorinat ed water . 

Other studies suggest that chl or inat ed 
wat er raises bl ood pres sur e and 
reduc es vitamin C and E l evel s ,  which 
could cause l iver and h eart c ompl ica
tions . The se studies on humans 
suggest a cause for the rapid r i s e  
in heart di seas e , a suggest ion wh ich 
is supported by a st udy on chickens 
which found that all the chickens 
dr inking chl orinat ed water devel oped 
atheroscl ero sis  ( devel opment of 
obstructions in the bl o o d  vessel s ) 
wh il e none of tho s e  who drank 
distilled wat er did . 

In l ight o f  these risks , a Pantagraph 
story publ i shed last October with the 
headl ine " No need to worry about 
chlorine o do r "  was not exactl� the 
he ight of responsible j ournal ism.  

The P antagraph story dealt ent irely 
with r eassuranc es by the Twin City 
wat er directors that there was "no 
ne ed for concern" if peopl e o c cas ion
ally smelled chlorine in their water . 

The Pantagraph reporter mentioned a 
rec ent study by the US Counc il on 
Environmental Qual ity which "re
ported a l ink between heavily 
chl orinat ed wat er and cancer . "  The 
repo rter o ffered no detail s from the 
study and did not ment ion , or show 
knowl edge o f ,  any of the controversy 
that has raged over dr inking water 
s inc e the famous EPA and Environmen
tal De fense Fund studies l inked 
cancer to  minute amount s of carc inog
ens in the drinking water at New 
Orl e ans in 1 9 7 4 .  

Instead , the P antagraph o ffered 
Bl oomington water director Don 

u s ? 

with a number o f  naturally o c curr ing 
o rganic substanc es to form chloro� 
form and other carc inogens . In fact , 
it is long-term expo sure to these 
carcinogens that caus e s  cancer , even 
at very l ow dose s . It do e s  not t ake 
70 year s  for chl orine to produce 
carc inogens ; the time it takes for 
the water to pass through the tre at
ment plant i s  quite suffic i ent . 
The assuranc e o f  Normal ' s  wat er super
intendent , Jo s eph Martine , that " if 
there were enough chlor ine in the 
wat er to create a heal th hazard , it 
would smell so bad no one would 
drink it , "  i s  al so not exac tly con
fidence - insp iring . 

At one po int , Martin told the � 
that chlorinated hydrocarbons l ike 
chloroform ( and c ertain o f  the worst 
pe sticide s )  are "not found in wat er 
p er se . "  They ' re found in vegetat ion , 
s ilt , and fish , he said , "not ac tually 

Does you r imported car suf fer 

f rom t hese d read disea ses? 

- Pained Piston 

- Broken Brake s ·  
- Seni-le S u spension 

-Anxiou s Alternator 

.,_tier Dr., Downs 

There haven ' t  been many studies on 
the effects of chlorination on p e ople , 
but there have been a number on fish . 
The news is not enc ouraging . 

Some spe c ie s  l ike trout are parti cu
l arly susceptibl e . For instanc e ,  
brook trout survive an average o f  
nine hours in water that contains 
0 . 35 parts per mill ion (ppm ) 
chlorine residual s . The state EPA 
requires drinking water to contain 
0 . 5 to 1 .  0 ppm .  

Hal f o f  a school o f  brown trout will 
be dead in JO minutes at a O . Jl ppm 
concentration . Largemouth bass have 
a death rate of 50% after one hour 
in water c ontaining 0 , 74 ppm chlorine 
res idual s .  · 

Rainbow trout will even avo id water 
with as l ittle as 0 . 001 ppm . 

The Illino i s  Ins titute for Environ
mental Qual ity recommends a l evel of 
0 . 002 ppm to protect all fish . 
Treated sewage water dumped into 
streams and l akes o ften c ontains as 
much as 5 . 0  ppm chlorine res idual s • • 

to destroy water-borne bacteria that 
can cause diseases ranging from 
diarrhea to chol era . 

The actual amount o f  chl orine put in 
into water i s  higher than 1 . 0  ppm 
s inc e part o f  it r eacts with material s  
already i n  the water and i s  then not 
availabl e for kill ing bacteri a .  
Bloomington adds an average o f  1 . 1  
ppm combined chlorine and Normal adds 
2 . 5-J ppm.  Larger do ses of chlorine 
tend to produce l arger amount s o f  
chloro form . 

The EPA ' s  pre sumed s afe l evel for dis
infe ction ( 0 . 5-1 . 0  ppm ) i s  r equired 
for the end of the distribution system, 
which means that people near the water 
plants tend to rece ive water with 

continued on next page 



h igher chl orine res idual s .  These  
residuals are intended to insure 
the death o f  bacteria,  but the ir pre
sence al so means that you are swal
lowing a chemically ac tive substance 
that kills bacteria and coul d  con
ceivably pro duce c arc inogens in your 
stomach . (See  ad j o ining story , C "What to d o " ) . 

Europeans use less  chlorine to kill 
bac teria , and the mos t  c ommon US tes t 
for measuring chl orine res iduals 
often understate the amount of chlor
ine used . 

But there have als o  been challenges 
to the safety and even the legal ity 
o f  the EPA ' s  standards and its 

The cancer 
The l ink between cancer and small 
amounts of chemical s  l ike chloro form 
is based on a number of sc ientific 
c onne c t ions that are no t absolutely 
proven , but which have gained a very 
h igh l evel o f  ac ceptanc e .  

Only people empl oyed by cigarette 
companies and pestic ide manufac turers 
still dispute whether ingesting c ar
cinogenic chemic al s  is risky . The 
real sc i entific controversy now i s  
over the degr ee o f  risk and over 
what are the best ways to identify 
canc er-producing substanc e s .  

Sinc e we don ' t  want to wait until a 
l o t  o f  people are dying o f  cancer , 
and s ince it ' s  hard to determine 
just which chemical ( o f  the many 
we ' re all exp o s e d  to ) caus ed which 
cancer , we ' ve taken to relying on 
animal studie s  to identi fy carci
nogens . 

The bas ic exp eriment gives a small 
number o f  rats or mice large do s e s  o f  
suspected chemical s and s e e s  i f  they 
develop tumors . Some dispute whe ther 
it ' s  fair to use large do ses  when 
people are usually exposed only to 
small dose s .  

The problem with us ing do s e s  compar
abl e to what p e ople get is that o ften,  
millions o f  mice would be  needed to 
get a statistically val id resul t .  
Support for using l arge doses  instead 
comes from growing evidenc e that 
tested rodents and people do have 
s imilar r e spons e s  to many carc inogens 
l ike vinyl chloride , DES , aromatic 
amine s ,  and p olynuclear hydrocarbons . 

As evidence p il e s  up , it ' s  now 
becoming poss ibl e to  gues s  which 
chemical s  might be  carcinogens be cause 
of their chemical relationship s . 

It i s  als o  p o s s ible to identif¥ s ome 
clas s e s  of mutagens by a relatively 
s impl e  bacteria test . Mutagens are 
substance s  that cause mutations o r  
birth defects . Many mutagens are 
als o  carc inogens . 

Chlorination , for instance ,  apparently 
produce s  some mutagens o ther than 
chloroform an� its  related compounds , 
according to test re sults  publi shed 
in S c ience in Jan . 1980 . 

' We als o  know that individuals vary 
considerably in the ir sus c ep tibil ity , 
which means that some people ( for 

go- slow policy on establ ishing 
standards for carc inogens in drink
ing water . 

The 1 974 Safe Drinking Water Act 
"required" the EPA to establ i sh reg
ulations controll ing the amounts o f  
" contaminants which may adversely 
affect the publ i c  heal th . " Congr ess  
actually spec ified that it  "did  not  
intend to require conclusive pro o f  
that any contaminant will cause 
adverse health e ffects . "  

Yet even today , water departments 
serving fewer than 75 , 000  people are 
not required to test for the presenc e 
o f  chloro form and related compounds . 

One o f  the main reasons for the go
slow pol icy i s  the  strong opposition 
of the waterworks industry and people 

connection 
unknown reasons ) are more l ikely to 
get canc er than other people even 
when all are exposed to the same chem
i cal s in the same amounts .  

Small do ses  administered over a l ong 
period are apparently the best way 
to induc e tumors . So ,  drinking water 

-that c ontains minute amounts of 
chloroform or pesticide s ,  even at the 
parts per billion l evel , over a l ong 
period o f  time (l ike a l i fetime ) is 
the exac t pre scription for canc er . 

Finally , it ' s  probable that s everal 
c arcinogens act together additively 
or even synergistically , so that the 
risk from two is greater than the 
risk from e ach one separately . This 
i s  an important factor given the 
growing l ist of carc inogens and the ir 
wide distribution:  the EPA ' s first 
survey of dr inking wat er found carci
nogens present in all 80 water suppl ies  
tested . 

Although the risks for each chemi cal 
are no t exactly known and may turn 
out to be low , the risk from all 
sources  is probably great . Which 
makes  it important to reduc e as many 
o f  the specific chemical s , l ike 
chloroform, to as !ow l evels as 
p o s s ibl e . e 

- -D . L .  

P ost-A merikan 
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Local citizens lined 
up for a drink of 
safe wate r .  

like the Twin C i ties ' water  d i rectors 
to change , mainly on the  grounds o f  
c o st but al so because they don ' t 
bel ieve there i s  proof o f  a s igni f- · 

icant risk . 

The American Water Works Assn . ( AWWA ) 
is challenging some EPA proposal s  in 
court , and trade magaz ine s l ike .fil!!.§£
ican City and County run articles 
with headl!ne s like " Chlorination 
still the ' top dog ' of dis infection" 
and " Be prepared to defend chlorin
at ion . " 

The AWWA estimate s  that treatment
plant changes to reduce carcinogens 
woul d cost  bill i ons , but industry 
has always vastly overe stimated the 
cost of environmental pro tec tion . 
The EPA estimated the cost in 1 9 7 7  
would have b e e n  $4- 7  p e r  year per 
household for one e ffic ient metho d .  

Risks , too , are o ften distorted , the 
classic  example be ing the New Orl eans 
water director ' s  statement that dr ink
ing his water was just as safe as 
driving a car . Eerily , Bloomington ' s 
water director used a similar est imate 
of the risk . After 70 years o f  expo
sure to · a  car c inogen , I might get can
cer , he sai d ,  bu-I: " i f  I ' m  exposed to 
automobile traffic for 70 years , I 
might get run ove r . " 

Many peopl e don ' t  find it comfort ing 
to know they ' re taking a risk eve ry 
time they tak e a drink o f  water . In 
Europ e ,  gove rnments re cognize that 
fac t and have been do ing something 
about it for the last 20 years . 

O zonation , use o f  activat ed carbon 
filters , a�d other technol ogical 
advanc e s  can make dramatic reduc tions 
in the amount o f  dangerous substance s  
in drinking water . These methods 
are in use in Europe because the 
Europ eans operate on a simpl e  pre 
mise : the fewer dangerous or poss
ibly dangerous chemicals in the 
water , the better . 

Clearly , Blo omington and Normal don ' t  
have as s erious a problem as do 
people drawing the ir wat er from 
heavily polluted rivers and lake s , 
but there is a risk now .  It is a 

continued on next page 
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d o  on 
you r ow n 

Act ivated c arbon filters are probably 
the best wav of dealing with chlori
nation and many o ther wate r  contami-
nauts , according to Organi c Gardening .  

RIC.I-IT I f  you c an ' t  get your town to use 
NEXT · c arbon filter s , you can do it on your 

own . The carbon will remove chlorine , 
chlorinated organics , PCBs , and pest
i c ides l ike DDT and dieldrin . 

I t  will also reduce l evel s  o f  lead , 
c admium and mercury--al l  dangerous-
while reduc ing useful chemical s  l ike 
z inc and chromium . Carbon filters do 
no t affect the nitrate l evel , whi ch 
is another serious problem with sur
fac e water suppl i e s  l ike Bl oomington ' s .  

The thing about home fil ters is that 
they must be changed regularly or 

Chlorine does bring' risks 
continued from preceding page 

risk that shoul d  no t be ignored , 
because it can be reduced . e 

Organic Gardening : July 1978 , p .  6 7 ; 
Dec . 1978 , PP • 7 7 - 8� . 

Resources for the Future , Safe 
Drinking Water-Cconference-report s ) ,  

they become saturated and s tart grow
ing bacteria . Even with the bacteria 
risk , carbon filters are probably 
worthwhil e . One gardener says the 
risk is l e s s  than that from improperly 
washing garden vegetables--wh i ch is 
pretty good compared to the risk of 
cancer . 

- - D .  LeSeure 

Sources '.. 
American City and County : Dec . 1 974 , 
P •  8 ; May 1 97 c;-p .  42 ; May 1 977 , 
PP · 61 - 6 4 .  

Daily Pantagraph : 23 Oct . 1 980 , p .  A-3 .  

Ill inois EPA ,  Procedural Chl orination , 
1 974.  

Ill ino is EPA ,  Ihe Qhemistr� Jll'_ 
Chlorine � Chl orination , 1973 · 

Ill ino is Inst itute for Environmental 
Qual ity,  Chlor ine Res iduals In 
Treated Effluents , 1973 · 

1 978 . 
-

Sc ienQe : 2 July 1 9 7 6 , PP · 55-7 ;  
24 June 1977 , pp . 1421 - 2 ; 1 0  June 
1 97 7 , pp . 1205- 6 ;  1 5  Sep t . 1978 , 
pp . 1008-9 ; 4 Jan . 1 980 , PP • 90-2 . 

Science � ; 11 June 1977 , p .  375 . 

Other ways to remove chlor ine alone : 
boil water for 2-3 minutes , aerate 
it in a blender for 1 0  minutes , or 
add a tiny amount of vitamin c .  

Organic Gardenin� does not recommend 
bottl e d  water , a though 1 in 6 Cal i 
fornians now get the ir drinking water 
that way , because distilled and de
ioni zed water lacks important min
eral s  l ike cal c ium and magne sium .  

If you want to make your own carbon 
filter , check out instruc tions in the 
July 1978 Organic Gardening . e 
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25¢ draft 
Jack Daniels Night 8 5¢ a s hot--no cover 
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no cover 
S tudent Night Pitc her S c h litz $ 1 . 7 5 no cover 
Live Mus ic 9 : 3 0- 1 : 3 0 $ 1 : 00 cover 
Live Mus ic 9 : 3 0- 1 : 3 0 $ 1 : 00 cover 

Mus t  be 21 to enter 

& Coming soon : Open on S un .  evenings--country mus ic 

' Tues . Night --� s e s s ion i Your c hance to s how your talents or try out for ' up- coming Country Opera being formed 

:El:l. tertainmen t 
Tu.es-Sat 

::E-1ome of the 

t I 
* ** added seating ***Regulation s ize pool tables > v:o 
***Full s andwich menu ***Home s tyle chili � 
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E l  Sa lvador:  t he next Vietna m p ... 1, 

The t i ny Cent ral Ameri can nat i on of 
E l  Salvador has l eaped i nt o  the head
l i nes recent l y, as WarDog Al exander 
Hai g and E l  Presi dente Reagan have 
t ried t o  t urn t he i mpoveri shed country 
into "freedom's next confront at ion 
wi th communi sm. " 

The scene i s  al l t oo fami l iar. E l  
Salvador has known nothing but povert y 
and mi l i tary government s in it s 
history. Uncle Sam has kept Sal vador's 
famous "14 fami l ies" i n  cont rol ,  and 
t hey in t urn have pai d homage t o  
Washi ngt on and kept t he coffee f l ow
i ng nort hward. 

Recent l y, however, peopl e's movement s  
i n  E l  Salvador, N i caragua, and 
Guatemala have chal l enged t he hol d of 
corrupt mi l i t ary government s-- success
ful l y  i n  N i caragua. But t he pri ce 
has been high i n  al l these count r i es, 
cost i ng them civ i l  war, assas si nat i ons, 
murder, economi c dislocat i on, and 
f urther suf feri ng for the poor. 

A merikans shocked 

Unt i l  t he onsl aught of Reagan's ant i 
people pol i cy, i t  looked l i ke i t  was 
onl y  a mat t er of t i me unt i l  E l  Sal va
dor's ri ght-wi ng junta woul d fal l .  
Over 9 , 000 have been ki l l ed i n  t he 
past year, most ly by ri ght - wi ng death 
squads. What shocked Ame ri kan pop u
l ar opi ni on was, f i rst , t he murder 
of Archbishop Oscar Romero, a quiet 
but popul ar advocat e of human right s 
and free government , and t hen t he mur
der l ast November of 3 American C atho-
1 ic nuns and 1 Ameri can Cat hol ic l ay 
worker. 

The Sal vadorean G overnment disclai med 
the murders, although ci rcumst ant ial 
ev i dence poi nt ed to the governmen t 
backed death squads. The Carter 
Admi nistrat i on cut off mi l i t ary ai d, 
and a speci al FB I i nvest i gat ive t eam 
was sent to E l  Salvador, receiv i ng 
l i t t l e  cooperat i on from the j unt a. 

The Reagan Administ rat i on sent the 
word t o  i t s  beloved j unt a general s  t o  
"hang t ight . " The Salvadorean j unta 
did, cont i nui ng i t s  repressi on, and 
Carter f i nal l y  rest ored mi l it ary ai d 
2 days before Reagan t ook off i ce. 

Si nce the n, "f ight i ng communi sm" i n  E l  
Salvador has become Reagan's most 

I (i- BB 
" They ' re having troubles with 
the ir economy again . " 

popul ar game- - besi des trying t o  sink 
the poor at home further i nto the 
morass of poverty. Ambassador Robert 
Whi t e, a cri t i c  of the j unt a, was di s
mi ssed wi thin 2 weeks of Reagan taking 
offi ce, cri t i ci z ed by t he new Presi 
dent for bei ng a "soci al reformer." 

Not all commies 

The ant i - junt a forces in E l  Salvador, 
worki ng t hrough t he FDR (Frent e Demo
crat i co Revol uci onario- - Democrat i c  
Revol u t i onary Front ) ,  are not commu
ni s t-dominat ed. There are communi st s  
i n  i t - - but there i s  a much hi gher 
percent age of pl ain ol d Democrats, 
l i beral s, social Democ rats, Chri st i an 
Democrats, peasant and l abor l eaders, 
and vari ous other l eft - l eani ng groups. 

I n  a pl ace l i ke E l  Sal vador, anyone 
who speaks of t he sl i ghtest soci al 
reform is a "revol ut i onary communi st . "  
The American mi ssionary women who were 
assassi nated were gui l t y  of the 
terrible cri me of ref ugee rel i ef. 

A few fami l ies st i l l  cont rol al l of 
Salvador's weal t h  and l and, leav i ng 
only bare subsi st ence for the maj ori 
ty. The average per- capi ta i ncome 
i s  l ess t han $ 500 per year. 

Under the Cart er Admi nist rat i on, there 
was a pretense of support i ng reform i n  
E l  Salvador, under the direct i on of 
the mi l i t ary j unta. The j unt a changed 
during the Carter years, and the few 
reformers who were ori gi nal l y  a part 
of i t  were forced out of office, 

event ual l y  bei ng repl aced b y  mi l i -
t ary offi cers. The mi l i tary, besi des 
usi ng i t s  t roops t o  repress the -rebel s, 
has al so been usi ng another popul ar 
Cent ral Ameri can tact i c- - deat h squads . 

G ovt . death squads 

The. death squads, who are oft en off
dut y mi l i t ary or pol i ce personnel ,  
publ ish �he names o f  t heir i nt ended 
v i ct i ms, or send them deat h threat s. 
Then at ni ght they go about t he t ask 
of assassi nat i on. The v i ct i ms i n  E l  
Salvador have varied, from famous 
f i gures l i ke the Archbi shop, the 
Ameri can nuns, two AFL - C IO l and re
form experts, and Frent e l eaders t o  
thousanus of unknown peasants, i ncl ud
i ng chi l dren and a few infants. 

The situat i on in E l  Salvador shoul d 
not be seen i n  i sol at ion. I t  has 
the seeds of another V i et nam, though 
Reagan clai ms he woul d avoi d  the 
"Vi et nam syndrome, " probabl y by 
"wi nning tot al vict ory." 

E l  Salvador i t sel f is not of prime 
importance t o  the U.S. ; what i s  of 
pri me i mportance is Central Ameri ca 
and the Carri bean. Vi ctory for the 
rebel s in E l  Salvador woul d mean t hat 
the l i fe of the j unta i n  Guat emal a 
wou l d  be l i mi ted. Guatemala i s  the 
real key, for here U. S. mul t i nat i onals 
have vast agricul tural i nterests, plus 
oi l has recent l y  been di scovered 
t here. 

The Carri bean and Central America are 
v iewed as the "sof t underbel l y" of the 
U.S. by defense pl anners, so any si gns 
of reb� l l i on must be crushed- - even i f  
t�ose rebel l i ons are only seeki ng 
simple soci al reforms to l i f t the 
peopl e from poverty . •  

- - MgM 

El Salvador Week .__ _ ___.... , If you have been raped, 
The Peace and Jus t ice Coal i t i on at I SU, 
along wi th a number of other c ommuni ty 
groups, wi l l  be at t empt i ng t o  focus 
at tent i on on E l  Sal vador during t he 
week of March 2 3 ,  whi ch i s  I SU's 
"Focus Week" and has the t heme "Human 
Ri ght s." A number of speakers, f i l ms 
and servi ces wi l l  be hel d during t he 
week . 

As of Post -Ameri kan press t i me, t he 
scheduiellas not been f i nal i z ed ;  but 
this is a rough out l i ne: 

Monday, March 2 3 :  Secondi no Rami rez , 
a nat i ve Salvadorean, from t he E l  
Salvador Sol i dary Group i n  Chi cago, 
wi l l  speak at t he ISU Union and show 
a f i l m, "E l Salvador, t he Revol ut i on 
of Death." 

Tuesday, March 2 4: The anniversary of 
Archbi shop Romero's assassinat i on ;  a 
memori al servi ce i s  t entat ively 
pl anned for the Newman -center, 501 
S. Mai n  St ., Normal,  at 7 p . m .  

Wednesday, March 2 5 :  "E l Sal vador, 
the next Viet nam, " a v i deotape by 
Cat al yst Fi l ms, which was recent l y  
made for Pub1 i c  Telev i s i on and shown 
i n  other communit ies, wi l l  probably 
be shown at t he ISU Union .  Thi s  
program has received much cri t i cal 
accl ai m .  

Thursday, March 2 6: G l obal Rev i ew, 
hel d  each week at ISU's Fel l  Hal l ,  
wi l l  center on Cuban i nv olvement. 
A guest wi l l  b� Rev . Ted Braun, 
of Carbondal e, whe wi l l  speak on 
human ri ghts i n  Cuba. As wi th 
everything else on t he week ' s  
program, this session i s  st i l l  t en
t at ive. 

Fri day, March 2 7: RALLY ! At noon, in 
t he Quad, probabl y near Schroeder 
Hal l .  Bring your signs and banners. 
Thi s event wi l l  feat ure musi c and 
short speeches. 

The Weekend : a fund- rai ser i s  pl anned. 
Ti me, pl ace, and admissi on cost are 
st i l l  up i n  the ai r ;  performers are 
needed. The funds rai sed wi l l  cover 
the cost s of f i l ms and speakers. The 
surpl us wi l l  go to El  Salvadorean 
rel i ef ef forts. 

F or f i nal i nformat i on on al l t hese 
�ct iv i t ies, or i f  you would l ike t o  
get i nv olved (i n publ i ci t y, the fund
rai ser, pet i t i on- taki ng) , pl ease cal l 
the Newman Cent er, 4 5 2 -5 04 6 , or Dave, 
Bret t ,  or Mark at 4 5 2 - 2 04 0 .  Hopeful l y  
t he schedule of events wi l l  be com
pleted by t he first week of March. 

See ya' t here. e 

-- MgM 

sexually attacked, or 
assaulted, call us for 
legal, medical and 

psychological assistance, 
referrals and alternatives 

Call PATH 
8274005 

and ask for the 
RAPE CR ISIS CENTER 
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Check out Mot h er Jon es s ign that we have become s trong enough 

to threaten the born again Cold 
Warriors now running this country . "  Dear Post,  

I want to tell the rest o f  you P-A fans 
about another great muckraker ,  Mother 
Jones . Almo s t  every time I read an 
is sue I wish I could tell the rest o f  
the world about the ir news s tories . 
They blew the whistle on the Pinto ' s  
gas tank, the " dumping" o f  outlawed 
d angerous and/or toxic Americ an 
chemicals on Thii:d World countr ies ,  
and the Dalkon S hield . 

The magazine i s  named after Mary Harr i s  
"Mother " Jones ( 18 3 0- 19 3 0 ) . S he was a 
mo ther, union organizer, a founde r o f  
the IWW, and i n  her own words ,  " a  hell
raiser . "  S he came to B loomington 
during the 1 9 1 7  s treetcar strike . 

I ' ve been bummed out, but not s urpr ised 
s ince the elec tion . One quarter of the 
peop l e  voted-- and they call it a 
land s l ide ! So this month ' s  MJ 

announced that they are one o f  three 
organizations s uggested for inves tiga
tion by the ad-hoc group s ,  the 
National Committee to Res tore I nternal 
Sec urity ,  and poss ibly the House and 
S enate internal security p ane l s . 

The editors s ay they ' re ready for a 
good f ight . After all ,  the ear l ier 
w i tch hunters--Nixon and Mitche l l ,  
McCarthy and the notorious Attorney 
General Mitche l l  Palmer ,  the wor s t  o f  
them all ,  ended in d isgrac e .  And they 
fell bec ause, o f  course , witchhunting 
never solves the p roblems , no matter 
how many witches you c atch .  None o f  
the r e s t  of what Reagan is p lanning to 
do wil l  solve any problems either . 

" I n a backhanded way, " Mother Jones ' 
ed itors say in their fifth annivers ary 
issue,  " the threat o f  being inves ti
gated in Washington is the best 
possible birthd ay honor pos s ibl e--a 

Here ' s  an idea o f  what e l se i s  in the 
mos t  recent i s s ue :  " Reagan ' s Gun 
Collection" outlines how Ronnie wi l l ,  
over the next f ive years , spend $ 2 2 5  
b i l l ion above and beyond the $ 1  
tri l l ion already budgeted by Jimmy . 

An artic le on private interest l aw 
f irms ( a  Nader backlash) tel ls how the 
Pac ific Legal Foundation f ights no
growth zoning , pollution control in 
L . A . , rent control ,  anti- sex-discrimi
nation regulations,  rac ial quotas , 
and OSHA .  " Three Mile Cellar"  
d iscusses small nuc lear reac tors 
des igned to rep l ace your home ' s  base
ment furnace . Some labor/union news . 
"How the Right W i l l  Fall . "  " T he War 
Against C ho ic e :  Ins ide the Anti
abortion Movement" by Diedre English . 

••••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • ••••••••• ••••••• • • •  

" Do Yo u Know These Godfathers? You 
S hould" by Jina Klopper tel l s  who 
bankro l l s  the New Right . " U . S  • 

Patriots Without God on Their S ide " 
i s  about some famous American 
atheists . I bet you d idn ' t  learn in 
history class that George Washington 
s aid " The government of the U . S .  is 
not in any sense founded on the 
C hr i stian rel igion . " Other prominent 
Americans featured in the story 
inc lude Abe Lincoln, E l izabeth C ady 
S tanton, Thomas Jef ferson ,  Thomas 

••••••••1r •••• 
••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • •  

Prison . support groups 
form nationwide 

· Edison, and C larence Darrow . 
The American C ivil Liberties Union 
(ACLU )  has announced the formation o f  
a Gay Prisoners '  Group which will 
" document incidents o f  selec tive 
abuse or d iscr imination suffered by 
lesbian and gay pri soners at the hands 
of pol ice,  the courts , j ail or prison 
personnel or other pri soners . "  This 
program, part of ACLU ' s  National Gay 
Rights pro j ect,  is the first 
comprehens ive program for col lec ting 
d ata on the s tatus of gay prisoners .  
Anyone having information about 
selective abuses in US prisons s hould 
send it to Don C ampbel l ,  ACLU NGRP 
Prisoners Committee , 6 3 3  S .  S hatto 
P l ace,  Los Angeles CA 90005 . 

People Organized to S top Rape in 
Prisons ( POSRI P )  is a group o f  men 
and women, gays and non-gays ,  
pri soners and non-pr isoners ,  who are 
working to stop sexual abuse in 
p r i son . POSRIP puts out a newsletter 
and samp le cop ies are available from 
POSRI P ,  Box 44 13 , Chic ago IL 6 0680 . 

A prison pro j ec t  i s  now be ing formed 
to s upport Gay Community News (GCN) 
in its long- standing e f fort to get 
free subscriptions to the p aper to 
lesbian and gay prisoners .  The GCN ' s  
Lesbian and Gay Prisoner Pro j ec t  i s  
also attempting to secure books and 
penpals for gay prisone r s ,  do ing 

Me et w i t h  ca n di d ate 
Dan Li nneman, a candidate fo r city 
co uncil i n  the se co nd ward, wi l l  be 
ava i l able to the publ i c  for 
que stions on his vie ws about city 
go vernment from 3 : 30 to 5 pm Saturday 
March 7 .  

Linneman, 1 0 0 9  W. Monroe ,  hopes the 
new ward system wi l l  make city 
gove rnment more accessible to more 
citi z ens. He encourages re side nts 
o f  the se cond ward to ta l k  with him 
about their ide as and pro blems con
cerning th� ci�y. 

The meeting March. 7 wil l be at the 
Western Ave nue Community Center, 
1 3 0 0  w _  Lo cust. 

outreac h work -to women prisoners , a�d 
researching and informing prisoners 
of their mailroom and visiting rights . 
Contr ibutions c an be sent to and 
information obtained from Mike Riegle,  
Lesbian and Gay Prisoner Proj ect, 
GCN, 22 Bromfield St . ,  Boston MA 0 2 108 . 

The GAYCON Press News letter 
d istributes news and other use ful 
information about gay prisoners . It 
is available from US Mis s ion Outreach 
for $6 per year ( free to prisoner s )  
and c an b e  obtained from Ron Endersby , 
Gaycon Press Newsletter , 2 0  12th S t . , 
# 3 2 6 ,  S an Franc isco CA 94103 . 

--Gay Community News 

The i s s ue contains reprints of the 
Doonesbury series which featured a 
tr ip through Reagan ' s  brain . Many 
newsp apers acro s s  the country refused 
to run the strip last fal l .  

" Reaganomic s :  Fac ts , Fo l lies and 
F aults" discusses how and why Reagan 
won ' t  so lve too many problems . 

Wh�t more can I s ay friends , but read 
that magazine ! It ' s  great, easy to 
read ,  and u s ually cover s  a wider 
variety of issues than this month ' s  
post- inaugural edition . 

--Post fan, too 
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Post wrong abo u t  juvenile l a w  
Dear Pos t ,  

I would like t o  conunent o n  your 
artic le on page 1 0  of the January 
is sue . The article s tates that " The 
new law requires that any j uvenile 
convicted o f  a third felony be 
s entenced to prison until age 2 1 . "  
This is a m i s s tatement o f  the l aw .  

Accord ing to c hap ter 3 7 ,  section 7 05-
12 o f  the Juveni l e  C ourt Ac t ,  the 
o f fense must be one of the following : 
" murder, voluntary or invo l untary 

• 
G r eat to h ear 

w o m en's mu s ic 
Dear Po s t ,  

I just re cieved your Feb . 1981 i s sue 
and was just thri lle d to read your 
arti cle on Women ' s mus i c . I re cently 
moved to Normal from Lo s Ange les  and · 

very much mis s  the femini st surro und
ings that I had grown accustomed to . 
From this Tue sday o n ,  I will be tuned 
to Cathy Ahart ' s  show on WESN . 

I was the Lo s  Angel e s  dis tributor for 
two ma jor women ' s  labe ls and am glad 
that one woman , Cathy Ahart , and one 
radio station , WESN , have the courage 
and insight to make thi s  musi c  
available t o  the public . I also salute 
you for finding thi s  newsworthy . an_d 
sharing it  wi th us , your devo ted 
readers . 

'rhank you , 
Caro l Benne tt 
Normal , I llino i s  

Life too cos tly 
I f  peop le s t ar ted l iving longe r ,  it 
would cost more to pay the ir pens ions 
--so it might not be a good idea to 
s t amp out c ancer too f as t .  

T hat was the argument Dr . Gio Gor i  o f  
the Frankl in Institute i n  Pennsylvania 
made at the Fourth I nternational 
Sympos i um on Prevention and Detec t ion 
of C ancer l a s t  s ununer . Us ing Ford 
Motor Co . f igure s ,  Gor i  also argued 
that longer l i fe sp ans would mean more 
people and thus more s tr ain on 
natural resourc es .  

3or i  urged p l anners to be "prudent" 
in thinking about prevention o f  
c ancer and " to antic ipate the 
j imens ions and timing of the added 

• 3ocial costs" of a lower death rate. 
I 

L 

mans l aughter ,  rap e  or deviate sexual 
a s s a u l t ,  aggravated or he inous 
battery invo lving permanent d i s abil ity 
or d i s f igurement or great bod ily harm 
to the victim ,  burglary of a home , 
home invas ion , robbery or armed 
robbery , or aggravated arson . "  

Thus your use o f  " thie f "  wa s 
inappropriate bec ause theft from a 
s tore is not inc l uded in the ac t .  
A l s o ,  the o f fender s may be sentenced 
to p r ison until they reach the age 
of 2 1 ,  but they would not serve the 
f u l l  sentence . You ind icate that the 
1 3-year-old thie f  wo uld do 8 year s ,  
while the 16-year-old rap i s t  would 
serve only 5 .  This does no t 
acc urate ly re f lect the t ime actual ly 
served by the o f fenders . 

The habitual o f fender law provides 
that " the minor s hall be entitled to 
e arn one day of good cond uc t c red it 
for eac h  day served as reductions 
agains t the period o f  his con f inement .  
S uc h  good cond uct c red its sha l l  be 
e arned or revoked accord ing to the 
procedures app l ic able to . . .  ad ult 
p r i soners serving determinate 
sentenc es for felonies . "  Thus the 
actual s entenc es of the j uven iles 
would be cut in half . 

In the future I wo uld apprec iate the 
Post maintaining� its otherwise high 
j o urnai'is tic s tand ard s to doc umenta
t ion . 

OPEN 
l>All.'1 

AT NOON 
HAPP� · 
HOUR· 

.q;,"'"' 
SPECtALCS l>AlLlj 

Randy Johnson 

Give thi s Pos t  
t o  a friend ! 

Wants narc 
• 

pix 
Po st-Amerikan , 

Down in Memp his for a year whi le my 
o le man f in i s hes his 4th year in the 
Mar ine s ( he ' s  a corporal ) .  I stay in 
touc h with home by having your paper 
sent here every month . I only have 
one ques tion . . . why aren ' t  yo u 
pr inting as many narc pies as you used 
to? Keep up the good wo rk ! 

P e j o & B . J .  

A n other 
' m e asly'  do n a t i o n  

H i  folks , 

En c l os ed is a check for $ 10 ,  $ 3  for 
renewal of s ub s cr iption and the r e s t  
for a "me as l y" contrib ution to your 
great pa pe r . Keep up the good work.  

Bl anche Patrick 
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Read t h e  book, 
do n 't wa it  for the 

Review : Abb ie Ho ffman ' s  S oon To 
B e  2. Major Motion P icture . 

• 

movie 
This has been a depress ing year for 
TV news watc hing . 

Even old Walter C ronkite seemed ready 
to c ry a few t imes . 

The election, the economy, MX mi s s i le s ,  
John Lennon ' s  murder , and a war 
c r iminal for secretary of s tate is a l l  
bleak news . 

However , there was one redeeming day 
l a s t  summe r ,  when a young TV 
scriptwr iter up s taged the traged ie s ,  
the day Abb ie Ho f fman emerged from the 
undergro und . 

In true s tyle , Abbie ' s  re-emergence 
had numerous rne s s ages--the sys tem c an 
be be at, it c an be fun, and c heck o ut 
my new book, Soon to Be 2_ Major Motion 
P i c ture . B uoyant, al ive , and not 

mourn ing for the 6 0 s ,  Abb ie ' s  smirk 
and smi le was the only happy news a l l  
s ummer . 

The mention o f  the name , Abb ie 
Ho f frnan-- the c l own pr ince of the 6 0 s  
youth rebell ion--probably bring s a 
nostalgic s igh from mo s t  6 0 s  vets and 
from mos t  7 0 s  survivors , too ,  who yet 
yearn for the days of frizz le-headed 
ramp age and provoc ative theater that 
Abb ie Ho ffman represented . 

We l l  sorry , fans , but no s talgia, that 
cr aze that brought " Deutsc h "  Reagan 
to the White House , ain ' t  for Abbie . 

To Abb ie , no s talgia i s  some kind o f  
s ick, s l ightly neurotic d i sease . Here 
and now is where it ' s  happening , or 
where we ' re gonna make it happen . 

Abb ie ' s  latest vo l ume , Soon to Be 2_ 
Major Motion Pic tur e ,  is as t imely 
and fresh as Woods tock Nation or 
S teal This Book were ( and are ) . 

Stop the 
frame-up 
··demonstrate 
The Coalition Agains t the Pontiac . Frame -up has organi zed  a demons tration 
in support of  the Pontiac Bro thers to 
be held at the old courthouse on the 
square in downtown Bloomingto n ,  March 
14 at noon . 

As you have probably heard , the trials 
of the 16 men charge d with the killing 
of 3 guards during the riot . are about 
to begin in Chi cago . There is also one 
trial yet to be heard here in McLean 
County . So now is a goo d  time to show 
your support of the bro thers a�d say 
"no " to the State ' s  p lan to railroad 
thes e  men to the electric chair . 

The demonstration i s  planne d to 
co inci de wi th other actions in 
support of the Pontiac Bro thers 
throughout the country . 

Bring a s ign and a few fri ends down to 
the courthouse March 14 . There are 
also statements of  solidari ty with the 
Pontiac Bro thers being circulated .  
If  you would like more information 
about the demonstration or want t� 
circulate a solidarity statement , call 
Rosemary at 452-61 80 or s to p  in Small 
Changes Bookstore at 40 9A N .  Main , 
Bloomington .• 

- -s . o .  

Abbie doesn ' t  indulge in misty-eyed 
remembr ance of great demonstrations 
o f  the pas t .  His main me s s age i s  
that we , the movement , are al ive and 
we l l ,  with battles to come that wi� l 
only be won by looking forward , not 
backward . 

O f  course, a l l  the c l a s s ic tales are 
here--dropp ing c as h  money on the 
s tock exchange f loor , the C h ic ago 8 ,  
h i s  romanc e s  and l i fe i n  the 
underground . 

But Abbie is better than j us t  old war 
s torie s . His book is p acked with 
ins ight about the r i se and f a l l  o f  
soc ial movements , the American 
c harac ter , po l itic s , � and sharp , 
sens i tive , sarc astic ins ights that 
r ip you into l aughter . 

Abbie hims e l f  is the pr ime s tory . 
W itty , resourceful , he bares his 
soul , and as always , fl aunts his 
exploits and h ighs . 

Ego , however , is no t the outs tanding 
factor . More than an autob iograp hy , 
this is the h i s tory o f  a gener ation, 
al ienated by war and c onsumer c u lture , 
f ired by ide a l i sm, that chal lenged 
its parent c ulture of greed . 

Abb ie is kind to h i s  old �ellow 
voyager s ,  doesn ' t  bad mouth those who 
have gone on to Wal l Street o r  
religious c ults , though Torn Hayden 
does c atch a few barbs . 

He ' s  espec i a l ly sens it ive to the fac t 
that a movement is not a med i a  s uper
s tar , but lots o f  folks everywhere , 
tak ing r i sks and changing their l ives 
and communities . 

Abbie burst on the national scene in 
1 96 7-68 with YIP , the Democratic con
vention, and the war . 

I t ' s important to know, however , that 
long be fore he was parad ing around in 
American f l ag shirts , Abbie Ho f fman was 
p utt ing in his time with the c ivil 

r ights movement, registering voters in 
srnal l 'Mi s s i s s ippi towns , and f ighting 
under the ACLU ' s banner against the 
c omrnie- hunting House Un-Arner ikan 
Ac tivities Comrnittee in the early 
6 0 ' s , in smal l  New England towns . 

He recognized the vitality and 
freshnes s o f  the hipp ie phenomenon, and 
connected it to the anti-war movement , 
c ementing Hippiedorn ' s  outland i s h  c ul
tural challenge to the national 
strugg l e .  

Like all o f  u s ,  Abbie Hoffman has 
grown . L i fe underground has forced a 
lot o f  reasses sment and eva luation . 

The " generation gap " doesn ' t  impress 
h im as much anymore . He sees more 
value in united communitie s ,  inc lud ing 
both old and young folks . 

He , unl ike a lot of the l ibera l/rad ical 
e l ite , hasn ' t  rej ec ted American-Ho l ly
wood c ulture , but ins tead is always 
looking to inject a me s s age into it-
hence his d e l iberate and suc c e s s f u l  
use o f  TV and radio , re j ec t ing left 
rhetoric for uni fy ing image . 

Read Soon to Be 2. Major Motion P ic ture . 
I t ' s  fre s h ,  it ' s  l i ve iy .  You ' l l laugh , 
read p a s s ages aloud to your fr iend s ,  
feel the sting o f  teargas and storm 
trooper boots , plus the imp i s h  del ight 
o f  p u l l ing a fast one . 
Even better , you ' l l feel better, al ive , 
knowing that yo u ,  l ike Abb ie Hof frnan , 
have been a part of something that has 
c hanged the face of the n�t ion , 
regard less of " Deutsch" Reagan, the 
Moral Major i ty or Jerry F alwe l l  ( and 
feel twice as good , knowing that you ' re 
a part of a crew that I don ' t  think i s  
quite done with c hange . )  

So read this book . I f  you ' re real ly 
ded ic ated , steal this book . 

There ' s  an in fec tious disease in its 
pages bound to d ispe l the pos t- inau-
guration/coronation b l ue s .• 

--MgM 

looks l ike. a s leepy, serene 
community. 

look again .  
If you listen to the city fathers, the Pantagraph, the 

c i v i c  boosters and the phony speechm ake rs,  you 

would think we lived in a 1930's Hollywood set. But 

let's look b e h i n d  the scenes. Each month since 

I April, 1972, the Post-Amerikan has b e e n  denting 

that serene facade , printing the embarrassing truths 

the city fathers would rather overlook. Take an

o t h e  r look at Bloomington-Normal. Subscribe t o  

the Post-Amerikan. 

For the next 12 monthly issue s ,  send $4. 00 to Post

Amerikan, P. 0. Box 3452, Bloomington, Il. 61701.  

ENCLOSED IS $4. 00 FOR THE NEXT 12 ISSUE S  

name 

addre1111 city state 

zip 
L------------------·-------------------------------
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G ay • s traight r a p  Ma r c h  4 

I s  the change in role models getting 
you d own? Are you never all owed in 
the kitchen anymore sinc e your man 
fri end s  have disc overed the s t ove ? 
Do you find yours elf fantas i z ing 
about cheese  blintzes or thre e -bean 
salads ? Have you been known to 
curl up wi th Betty Crocker or the 
Joy of Cooking and c ons ider it only 
a l i ttle light reading before bed
time ? 

Well , women,  your probl ems are 
s olved . It ' s  hard to believe , I 
know . But it ' s  tru e !  All you have 
to d o  is c ome to the . women ' s  potluck . 
Imagine i t , if you can .  Women 
regaining acces s  to the kitche n ,  
i f  only f o r  one day a month , and 
sharing their new-found wealth with 
other women . S ounds fantas tic , 
doesn ' t  it ? 

This month ' s women ' s  po tluck will be 
held on March 22 at J : OO .  ( That ' s  a 
Sunday afternoon . )  It will be going 
on at 1 404 N . Le e in Bl o omingt on . 
Remember , this i s  a once-in-a-month
time chance . Liberate your ki tchens! 
Liberate yourselve s !  Come to the 
women ' s  potluck!  ( This offer will 
not be repeated until next month. )• 

Femin is m 

a nd m il i t ar is m 
"Feminism and Mi l i tari sm : A Confe renc e 
for Women" sponsored by the War 
Resiste rs Le ague w i l l  be Apri l 10- 12 
at YMCA Camp Speers - E l j abar , Di ngman's 
Fe rry , Pa. Cost w i l l  be $ 39 for 
adu l ts and $ 14 . 50 for ch i l dre n ages 3 
to 8 .  

A p ane l on "Feminist Pe rsp e ctives on 
War , Mi l i tari sm , and Violence" w i l l  
begin the weekend. Te ntative worksh op s 
i nc l ude : How do fem inism and non
v i ol e nce re l ate ? ;  The macho me ntal i ty ,  
m i l i tari sm and v i ol e nce;  How doe s 
l iv i ng under th e nuc l e ar shadow affe ct 
wome n' s l ives? 

For more i nfo c ontac t War Re si sters 
League , 3 3 9  Lafaye tte St. NY NY 10012 
( 212- 228 - 04 5 0) .• 

The fi rst gay-strai gh t  rap of the 
se cond semeste r w i l l  be h e l d  at the 
March 4 meeti ng of Il l i nois State 
University ' s Gay Peop l e ' s  Al l i ance .  
The meeting begi ns at 8 p m  i n  room 
112 of Fai rch i l d  Hal l .  

These raps are a regul ar feature of 
the G PA e ducational program and are 
i nte nde d to give any i ntere ste d person ,  
gay or non- gay , student or c ommuni ty 
membe r ,  a chance to ask que sti ons 
about gay p e op l e  and gay l ife. The 
raps are i nformal and unstructured. 

Afte r the mid- te rm break , G PA w i l l  
conti nue to h ol d week l y  meeti ngs on 
We dnesdays at 8 pm i n  Fairchi l d  112. 

doWnStOwn 

"Artists have no respect for 
power ,  and that is what society 
cannot tolerate . "  

--Ti-Grace Atkinson 

PATH t rai n i n g  time 

Sp ri ng i s  the time to re ach out and 
grow. Be come a PATH vol unte er. 
Tra i ni ng be gins March 18. 

PATH , Pe rsonal Assi stance Te l ephone 
He l p , prov i de s  i nformati on• and 
referral s as we l l  as crisis h e l p  24 
h ours a day. 

PATH v ol unte ers can deve l op p e rsonal 
re sources and be come fam i l i ar w i th 
and uti l i z e community re sourc es. The 
6-week training i nc l udes group and 
phoneroom work. Afte r trai ni ng ,  
volunte e rs must me e t  an 18 - h our- a
month commi tment for at l e ast 6 
months. PATH i s  p arti cul arl y look i ng 
for peop l e  who can work duri ng the 
summer. 

The i ni tial i nterv i ew w i l l  be March 
18.  App l i c ati ons must be sent to 
J ul i ana Sul l iva� by March 13. For 
more i nfo or for an ap l l ication form , 
cal l Sul l ivan at PATH , 8 28 - 1022 , 
during the week from 8 : 3 0 am to 2 pm .• 

� 
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105 Broadway • Normal 

We t each you t o  play, 
then sell you the right gu itar. 

@WITAR �ORLD 

Some programs sl ated for the se cond 
hal f  of - the seme ster i nc l ude a wome n ' s 
reade r� s the ate r p re sentati on ,  a sl i de 
program on the Pontiac brothers a 
l e c ture - di scussion on communi cat i on 
w i th i n  l e sbian coup l e s ,  and several 
other sem i nars on spe c ific  top ics 
re l ate d to gay l i fe and gay pol itics.  

G PA w i l l  soon have an offi ce on 
camp us , whe re gay p e op l e  and the i r  
fri e nds can drop i n  to chat or l ook 
at various p ubl i cati ons that the 
organi z ation re ce ives. The G PA 
spe ake rs bureau conti nue s to provi de 
speakers for groups and c l asse s thai 
request them. You c an cal l 8 28 - 9085 
to ge t more i nformation about G PA 
and i ts programs . • 
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WZND- - on the air 

WZND , the new rad io s tation at 
I l l inois S tate Univer s i ty ,  began 
bro adcasting Marc h 1 .  The s tation 
is a c arrier c urrent AM/c able FM 
unit operated by s tudents under 
fac ul ty s upervis ion . 

" The S ound " features rock albums with 
spec ialty programs ranging from so u l ,  
j az z  and b l ues t o  more progres s ive 
mus ic and new wave . 

Spec ial ty progranuning is going to be 
the backbone o f  the new s tation ' s  
format . Evening shows inc l ude Top 
2 0  Album ,.Countdown, Roots of Rock, 
Featured Ar t i s t ,  and New Album 
Releases . 

Program director R . L . S ampson s aid he 
has tr ied to s hape " The Sound ' s " 
format into an " al terna tive to the 
s tale Top-40 type o f  mus ic that is 
predominant in c entral I l l ino is . "  

WZND is loc ated at 4 0 1  Cook Hal l on 
the ISU c amp us and broadc asts at 
106 c able FM and at 540 AM for those 
l iving in dorms on c ampus . 

For more info, c a l l  4 3 6 - 549 1 . e  

Why n ot g e nerals ? 

When Ronald Reagan ' s  energy advisors 
recommended greater emphas is on 
production and less on conservation, 
few were s urpr i sed . The Reagan 
task force is headed by a Texas 
o i lman , and among its members are 
the pre s idents of S he l l  and D uPont 
and the c ha ir of Standard O i l  o f  
C a l i forni a .  

What is s urpr is ing is that there 
weren ' t  any genera l s  among the Reagan 
advisors s ince abou t  hal f  of t he 
feder al Energy Dep artment ' s  b udget 
is spent on two programs greatly 
infl uenced by the Defense Department : 
produc t ion of n uc lear weapons and 
purchase o f  petro leum for the 
s tr ategic re serve . 

-- info from For tune 
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PU NC HLINE? 
P UNCHLINE? 

Boy , do I feel l ike a foo l .  Here I ' ve 
gone on the record comp l imenting the 
D aily P antagraph for an ac tion I con
s idered expans ive and inte l l igent, and 
the geeks go and vio l a te the very terms 
of that comp l iment f ir s t  c h ance they 
get . 

I re fer to the paper ' s  rec ent ed itor
ial tre atment of " Doonesbury , "  Gary 
Trudeau ' s  acc laimed soc ial and poli
tical satire strip . " Doonesbury " has 
been grac ing the " S ec ond Op inion " page 
of the P antagraph s ince fal l ,  and its 
presence in the paper has been a c on
stant s urpr ise to me . 

I remember when the paper dropped both 
" Li ' l  Abne r "  and " Pogo " for be ing " too 
pol itic al , "  you see , and neither str ip 
ever matched Trudeau ' s  in its s harp
minded u se of real - l ife political 
f igures and i s s ue s . 

Walt Kelly ' s  " Pogo , " for examp le ,  in 
its f ine s t  hours ( attacking Sen . Joe 

McC arthy when mos t  of the country ' s  
ed itor ial wr iters were c owering be hind 
the easy out of red-baiting ) ,  s t i l l  
had t o  mask i t s  po l i t ic a l  s atire be
hind a set of animal identities-
McCarthy becoming a wildcat named 
S imp le J .  Mal arkey , Nixon dr awn as a 
teapo t-s haped spider--but " Doonesbury " 
has never res orted to such subterfuge . 
When Trudeau foc uses his pen on our 2 0  
Mule Te am Pres ident, for examp l e ,  h e  
doesn ' t  s hy away from le tting u s  know 
that , Ye s ,  This Re ally I s  Re agan He ' s  
Talking Abou t .  

This mild c ourageousne s s - - amazing in 
comic s tr ips where a c artoonist like 
Ernie "Nancy" B us hmi l ler has been 
known to e l iminate j okes at his bo s ses ' 
d i c tates because s aid j okes were c on
s idered too comp licated for "Nancy "  
readers--has earned the s tr ip its 
share of brickbats . Some readers 
don ' t  l ike see ing the ir f ave po l i tic al 
hero ( ine ) s  be ing so openly sati rized . 

Reagan 's Brain 

Cons ider the fol lowing : when " Doone s
bury" r an a pre-e lec t ion sequence c on
s i s t ing o f  a TV doc umentary trip " in
s ide Re agan ' s  brain , " ten d i f ferent 
newspapers refused to r un the s tr ip in 
its regular spo t .  

Some e l iminated the o ffend ing s ix-day 
sequence altogether ; o thers took it 
out of the comic s sec tion and p l ac ed 
it on the ed itor ial p age ; o thers held 
the s tr ip s  unt i l  after the elec tion , 
apparently fearful that the entire 
electoral proc e s s  would be affec ted by 
a c omic strip . 

That brand of censorship has been 
practic a l ly a yearly event with 
" Doonesbury " ( l a s t  year s evera l  news
p aper editors got bent out of shape 
o ver a s equence p arodying Virginia 
S en .  John Warner and his w i fe , Liz 
Taylor ) .  

The " Reagan ' s  Brain" sequence ,  amazing
ly , appeared intact in the P antagraph, 
though , and here ' s  where the p ar t  about 
my feeling foo l is h  c omes in . Within 
d ay s  of its appearanc e ,  the paper was 
p r inting letters c ondemning the strip 
and the paper itself for ever r unning 
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The truncated Doonesbury : note the 
d arker periods and c lodd is hly ren
dered que s t ion mark that have been 
tacked onto Zeke ' s  f inal l ine . 

i t .  

Never mind the fact that " Doonesbury" 
was run from the s tart on the editor
ial p ages , and that there are muc h more 
o f fens ive items run there regul arly 
( George Wil l ,  for ins tanc e ) . Never 

mind the fac t  that--with the exception 
of " For B etter or Wor s e "  ( a  we l l
rendered but innoc uous s tr ip ) --the 
paper ' s  actual " comi c "  page con s i s t s  
o f  strip s  that are abou t  as c ulturally 
c ontemporary as a re-run of the " Gale 
S torm S how . " Never mind the fac t that 
edito r i a l  c artoon i s t s  l ike P at O l i
p hant were frequently appear ing with 
equally c austic ske tches of our pre s i
dent- to-be . Heck hath no fury l ike an 
o utraged Reaganite . 

Which i s  where your s truly , s ap that I 
am, fits in.  After read ing the f i r s t  
" Doonesbury " denunc i ation to appe ar 
( from a Ms . Judy S te in o f  Normal ,  who 
demanded that the p aper " c anc e l  the 
s ick thing" ) ,  I fe l t  spurred to dash 
o f f  a d e fen se o f  the strip . This I 
d i d ,  c omp l imenting the paper for its 
wise se lec tion in running Trudeau ' s  
work and praising the strip for its 
even-handed human i s t ic s atire . 

S o  how was I to know that three months 
l ater they ' d  s tart s lic ing into 
" Doonesbury " ?  

Mild St uff 

Comp ared to the Reagan sequenc e s ,  the 
f i r s t  c ensored strip (Friday ,  F eb .  27 ) 
was pretty mild : not a politic al per
sonal ity in s ight . The strip in ques
t ion concerns t itul ar hero Mike Doones
bury ' s  rel ationsh ip with his c urrent 
f l ame , J .  J . , and the intrus ive pres
ence of J . J .  ' s  former " old man" Zeke . 
Mike and J . J .  are prepar ing for an 
evening on the town, and Zeke is an 
awkwardne s s  that J . J .  wants to ignore . 
"You don ' t  have to talk to him, " s he 
t e l l s  Mike , but as soon as s he ' s  out 
of the room, Zeke is trying to gain 

o ur hero ' s  attention by asking , " Hey , 
you know what dr ive s her wild, man? " 
The f inal l ine i s  J . J . ' s  o f f-panel 
s hr iek . 

I t ' s  an amus ing strip , based l ike many 
of Trudeau ' s  nonp o l i tical sequences , 
on verbal timing and economy . Zeke , 
in his ro le o f  scene spo i l e r ,  acts 
l ike a parody of hip mac hismo , but 
what makes his c l umsy attemp t  at 
c amaraderie so funny is the fact that 
Mike is s t i l l  pay ing attention to it 
and J . J . obvious ly knows Mike wil l  p ay 
attention to i t .  

Part o f  the strip ' s  j oke , then, l ie s  
i n  the assumed c omp l i c i ty that even 
the mos t  sensitive male s hares with 
his sexist brother s :  even i f  Mike 
knows that Zeke is a c a l lo us foo l ,  we 
know he ' l l also hear him out and to 
some degree regi s ter what Zeke is s ay
ing . Bec ause Trudeau i s  one of our 
mo st verbal c artoon i s ts , much o f  
" Doonesb ury ' s " humor ari s e s  out o f  
what c haracters � say a s  much as 
what they do . 

Need l e s s  to s ay ,  that brand of verbal 
humo r isn ' t  something that any old 
hack ed itor s hould be fool ing around 
with . Yet that very ac t of manhand l ing 
occ urred on the P antagraph editorial 
p age . 

Ins tead o f  pr inting Zeke ' s  f inal l ine 

Housing Authority of the 

City of Bloomington and the 
Department of Urban 

Development 

Announce 
S ection 8 Moderate 

R ehabil iitation Program 
REHABILITATE YOUR RENTAL UNIT AND 
RECEIVE GUARANTEE D  RENTAL INCOME 
BY E NTERING INTO A 15 YEAR AGRE E 
MENT WITH THE HOUSING AUTHORITY 
OF THE CITY OF BLOOMINGTON. 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
* 1. Unit must be located in the City of 

Bloomington. 

2. Minimum of $1, 000 Rehabilitation needed 
per unit. 

3 .  Current tenants must qualify for the Sec
tion 8 Rental Subsidy Program. 

4. No permanent displacement allowed. 
5. Plans including accessibility standards 

for the handicapped will receive high 
priority. 

*Program has now been opened to city-
wide participation. 

Maximum Rents, including costs 
of ,ifHlties, after rehabilitation, 
for assisted units are: 

1 BR--- $ 2 5 2  
2 BR $ 2 9 6  
3 B R  $ 3 43 

For more information, application forms 
and proposal packets contact: 

CONNIE GRIFFIN 
Urban Development 

828-7361, ext. 245 



intac t ,  some hamfist with l iquid p aper 
and a pen c ut the second half of the 
sentenc e . The result o f  this s l icework 
turns Zeke ' s  f inal l ine into " Hey , you 
want to know • • • ? " - -which i s  so 
nonspec i f ic a sentence fragment that 
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i t  render s  the whole strip incomprehen
s ib le (or at least no longer f unny ) . 

A t  A Loss 
Now this ac t o f  c e ns or s h ip s ho u ldn ' t  
have s tunned me , but i t  did . A f ter 
a l l , " De ar Abby " contains b l unter d is
c us s ions of yo u-know-what the se d ay s ,  
and barely a week goe s by without the 
p aper ' s  televis ion columni s t  describ
ing that med ium ' s  highs/lows in matte r s  
s exual w i t h  muc h franker p hrases than 
Zeke ' s .  Heck , previous Trudeau s tr ip s  
have been muc h more upfront abo ut 
the ir characters '  activitie s . 

F r ankly ,  I ' m at a loss trying to 
figure what sparked the s udden s hi f t  
in po l ic y . Were the ed ito r s  o ffended 
by the imp l ic ation that c o l lege 
s t udents might be engag ing in--c hoke ! -
prernarital s ex? Or were they j us t  
o ffended by the f a c t  that J . J .  obvi
o u s ly doesn ' t  have enough good � 
when it comes to p ar tners in p re
marital s ex? 

or was Pantagraph ed i tor Haro ld L i s ton 
j ust getting edgy bec ause he hadn ' t  
made a foo l o f  hirnse l f _ l ately? ( It ' s  
been a long t ime s ince "S unday S und
r ie s , "  Hal ! )  Darned i f  I know . 

B u t  I do know two t h i ngs . 

C ensor something and yo u ' ve opened the 
way to f ur ther acts of b l ue-no se
penc il ing . Censors , as TV columni s t  
Torn S hales po inted o u t  the fol lowing 
day in the p aper ' s  arts and televis ion 
s ec tion, c an be arbitrary and about as 
aes thetic a l ly sen s i tive as a decay ing 
wart-hog . (But at least the war t-hog 
j us t  l i e s  there and rots . ) 

I a l s o  know no t to be surpr i sed when I 
c ome upon any future " Doonesbury" 
s tr ip s  that read l ike a movie where 
the pro j ection i s t  has acc identally 
lost a ree l . I ' m not getting foo l i s h  
again . •  

--B i l l  S herman 

-$- -$-
You c an make p hone c a l l s  to all parts 
of the country-- free ! -- j us t  by us ing 
a tol l- free phone number . There are 
hundred s  and hundreds of to l l- free 
p hone numbers that rnanuf ac turers and 
s ervice org anizat ions have set up for 
your use . 

Any phone number p rec eded by an " 800 " 
pre f ix ins tead o f  an area code pre f ix 
is a to l l- free number . When you d i a� 
i t ,  no c h arge i s  reg i s tered aga inst 
your p hone . You may call a toll- free 
number as o ften as nec e s s ary--without 
c h arge-- and you may speak as long as 
you wis h .  

I f  you d i a l  a to l l- free number which 
is no longer in servic e ,  you c an c a l l  
toll- free information service by 
d ial ing 8 00- 5 5 5- 1 2 1 2  ( from anywhere 
in the U . S . )  and the information 
ope rator wil l advise you if there is 
a new - to l l- free p hone l i s t ing . 

M i l l ions o f  peop le use toll- free 
n umbe r s  every day to make trave l 
reservations , c heck pric e s ,  order 
merchand i s e ,  e tc . B u t  there are 
a l so to l l- free numbers that g ive you 
acce s s  to p ub l ic service information 
and provide a p l ace to make 
c omp l a ints abo ut matters o f  concern 
to soc ial ly cons c io u s  ind ividuals . 
I f  you are one o f  the s e  folks , the 
fol lowing numbers may be o f  interest 
to yo u :  

Auto S afety : For information on · 

whic h c ar mode l s  have been recal led 
by a manufac turer for rep air of a 
d e fec t :  to report any sa fety- rel ated 
defect that you have found in your 
own c ar .  8 0 0-424- 9 39 3 .  

C ons umer Pro duc t Safety Commis s ion: 
For c omp l aints about produc ts 
c onsumers have found unsatis fac tory 
or unsafe . 800- 6 3 8-878 0 .  

Educ ational Gr ants : For information 

B o o ks, H e a l th C a r e , 
N o n - s e xi st C h i l d re n ' s  

Literat u r e ,  2 5 -c e n t  Us e d  B ooks 
a nd MO R E  

on B as ic Educ ation Grants program .  
8 0 0- 5 53-6 3 5 0 .  

E le c t ion c ommi s s ion : F or information 
on fundrais ing regul ations and 
request ing f inanc ial reports o f  
federal c andidate s . 8 00-424- 9 5 3 0 .  

Energy Resources Admini s trat ion : For 
comp l aints concerning overc harges on 
gas and heating o i l . 800-424-9246 . 

Energy Regu latory Commi s s ion : To 
answer que s t ions on the adrninis tra� 
t ion o f  the Natural .Gas Pol icy Ac t o f  
1978 . 8 00-424- 5 2 0 0 .  

Hous ing--Fair and Equal Opportunity : 
For comp l aints about hou s ing 
d is c r iminat ion . 8 00-4 24-8590 . 

Inters tate Commerce C ommis s ion : For 
advic e on problems aris ing out o f  use 
o f  pub l ic transportation or in the 
moving of ho useho ld good s . 8 0 0-4 24-
9 3 12 . 

Medical Advic e :  For the name o f  a 
loc al doctor when seek ing a sec ond 
op inion before s urgery . 800- 3 3 1- 1000 . 

Refugee Aid : For information on 
teach ing and language aids for 
re fugees . 8 0 0-424- 3 7 5 0 . 

Runaway Hotl ine : For runaway c hi ldren 
who want to pass me s s ages on to the ir 
p arents without reveal ing where they 
are . ·

800-97 2-6 004 ( in I l l ino is ) ;  
800- 6 2 1-4000 ( e l s ewhere in the 
country ) . 

Solar Heating and Cool ing Information 
C enter : For non- technic al information 
on solar heating and c oo l ing for home s 
and commerc ial building s . 800-523-
2929 .e 

Sourc e : The Direc tory of Tol l-F ree 
Phone Numbers ( 19 8 0 ) . 

Plantin g  

the seed 

of d i sloyal ty 

The free market rhetoric of US 
corporations is coming back to haunt 
them : more and more corporate . 
managers are c asting a s ide company 
loyalty in favor o f  grabb ing the j ob 
with the b igge s t  bucks . 

According to National Personnel 
As soc iate s ,  a network of independen t 
recruite r s , almos t  one of every 
three managers has a resume 
c ircul ating . The trend is espec ially 
strong among young manager s--half 
will leave the ir first corporation 
within five years . 

Such statis tic s have l e ft al armed 
corporations look ing for ways to 
re- e s tab l i s h  corporate loyal ty , 
says Fortune , which pred ic ts that 
a prolonged rec e s s ion wo uld have 
the posi tive e f fec t of increas ing 
loya lty . " When it comes to 
e s tabl ishing loyalty , " says one bos s ,  
" I  have yet to f ind a s ubstitute for 
fear . " e  

-- info from Fortune 



Even the s tate Agricul ture Department 
has d e ve l oped a tas t e  for s e cre t 
pol i c e  operati ons . 

Some thing cal l e d  the Compliance Staff 
o f  the Division o f  Mea t , Poultry and 
Live s t ock I ns pe c ti o n  re c ently c om
pl e t ed "an und erc over inve s t i ga t i on 
in 85 of I ll inoi s ' 1 02 c ounti e s , "  
a c c ording t o  the ag d e partment ' s  
news l e tter AgScene . 

The AgNarc s ,  pos ing as buyers o f  
bre ed ing swine , w e r e  l o oking f o r  
farmers s ell i ng swine w i th ou t  proper 
t e s ts for bru c e l l o s i s  and ps e u d o 
rab i e s , t w o  swine d i s e a se s . The 
AgNarc s  fil ed c harges agains t four 
farmers . 

Farmers are a no t o r i o us ly independent 

1984 
on the 

hog f a rm 
l o t , and the ag d e partment was 
apparently a b i t  nervous after i t s  try 
in the s e cre t pol i c e  fi eld . 

"We wi s h  t o  s tress , "  AgS c e ne re ported 
d e fensive l y , " that no one was c o n-

. tac ted relat ive to purchasing swine 
unl e s s that pe rson had publ icly 
adve rti � ed breed ing swine for sale and 
no one was c oerced in any way t o  sell 
swine . "  

Mayb e s o , but I d oubt many farmers 
will be glad to hear that the ag 
d e partment has c opied the s e c r e t  
pol i c e  tac t i �s o f  drug agents , t h e  
FBI , and the big c i ty r e d  squad s . 

Farmers , like the r e s t  of us , can 
expec t  more of this s or t  of thing . 
But d on ' t  blame the Pos t :  we ' ve 
warned our read e rs repeatedly that 
the s e cre t -pol i c e  c ra z e  i s  catching .  e 

--D . LeSeure 

USDA discovers organic farming 

New fairness 
doctrine 

The rich get r icher and the poor get 
what ' s  left.  That ' s  only fair, 
expl ains the new Reagan regime , 
bec ause af ter a l l  the rich were 
richer to start with . 

Huh? 

"We '  re trying to be fair about it, " 
Treasury Sec retary Donald Regan said 
recently in de fense o f  Ronald 
Reagan ' s  tax cut p lan . " Those who 
pay the most taxes , when we make an 
equal 1 0"/o c ut across the board , wi l l  
g e t  a greater part o f  the s avings . 
That ' s  only natural . I see nothing 
wrong in being fair to everybody . "  

Regan stopped s hort of actually 
c l aiming that the graduated income 
tax wa s never intended to make the 
r ic h ,  who c an afford it, pay more 
than everyone e l s e .  But Reagan 
b udget d irector , David S tockman , .  d id 
o f fer the novel op inion that the new 
administration is unable to identify 
the rich and therefore unable to tax 
them more heavily than the poo r .  

Expect more o f  this doubletalk . • 

- -Post-Amerikan 

The US Department of Agricul ture has 
been charged with neglecting the " new 
breed " of farmer s ,  those who avo id or 
largely exc l ude use of synthetic ally 
compounded fertilizers , pesticides , 
growth regul ators and feed additives . 
Now the USDA has completed its first 
study of organic farming and f ipds 
it surpr is ingly varied and succes s ful . 

Organic farming is not l imited to 
young upstarts us ing old-fashioned 
metho d s  on small plots of l and . The 
study reports that the s ize of organic 
farms the USDA team encountered 
ranged from 10 to 1 5 00 acres . The 
farmers , in general , were found to use 
modern farm mac hinery , recommended 
crop varieties , cert ified seed and 
sound method s of waste management and 
soil and water conservation . 

The organic farmers themse lves varied 
in age ,  with 4 2"/o being 50 or older . 
Forty- four per cent had 3 0  years of 
farming experience, us ual ly inc l ud ing 
more chemical-or iented crop 
prod uction . 

" In most c ase s ,  the team member s found 
that the se farms , both large and smal l ,  
were prod uc tive , e f f ic ient and we l l 
managed , "  says the USDA report .  The 
team found a wide variety of prac tices , 
attitudes and philosophies within the 
community o f  organic farmers . Some 
common practices , however, are to 
rotate plants inc l ud ing legumes and 
cover plants to provide adequate 
nitrogen in the soil and to feed 
l ives tock grain and forage and then 
return the manure to the land . The 
USDA team was impressed with organic 
farmer s '  ability to control weeds 
through timely tillage and c ultiva
tion , delayed planting , and crop 
rotation . 

��-Send me a Pos t-Amerikan subscription ( $ 4 . 0 0 for 12 is sues ) 

Pos t-Amerikan 
S end your check or money order to : P .  o .  Box 3 4 5 2  

In compari son with more conventional 
c hemical-based US agr ic ulture , the 
USDA team find s organic farming more 
labor intens ive but requiring less 
energy . The team calcul ates that the 
economic return above variable cos ts 
was greater for conventional corn and 
soybean farms than for the rotations 
of several crops on organic farms . 
S t i l l ,  when costs o f  detrimental 
aspects of conventional farming, such 
as water po l l ution , soil eros ion, and 
deple ted nutrient reserves , are 
inc l uded , the USDA report says the 
cost comparisons may be d i fferent. e 

-- - MliiePeiers ' 

The D•ylon Deily News United Feature 'syndicate 

--Sc ience News 

You boug ht a bomb 

I 
The Pentagon budget o f  $ 180-plus 
b i l l ion for next year works out to 
almost $ 8 2 0  per person . What did 
your 800 bucks buy? e I 
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